-Mitterrand, Gorbachev discuss lHideast 


MOSCOW (AP) — Freud) President Francois Mitterrand met with 
President Mikhail Gorbachev Monday at a government dacha outside 
Moscow, and the Middle East and European issues were the 'principal 
topi&j TASS reported. Mitterrand was met at Vnukovo-2 Airport by 
Soviet Foreign Minister Alexander Bessmertnykh, the Soviet News 
Agency (TA SS) repo rted. Soviet Foreign Ministry spokesman Vitaly 
Cbnricin said Gorbachev and Mitterrand would talk about disarmament, 
die Middle Eon and other world conflicts. and bilateral issues. They met 
at a dacha, or eoumry boose, near Navo-Ogareveo. outside 'Moscow, 
- TASS.saaIr*Tbe process of change which has swept the world calls for 
frequent personal contacts between leaders." Churkin said. Gorbachev 
and Mitterrand last met in Paris in November at the signing of the treaty 
.. cm reducing conventional armed forces in Europe. Part of their discussion 
Monday was expected to touch on Western dissatisfaction with the 
Soviet's interpretation of that treaty. 
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Cheney begins talks on Golf defence 


RIYADH (R) — U.S. Defence Secretary Dick Cheney Monday began 
four days of talks with Gulf leaders on improving regional security, 
including an increased American military presence and additional U.S. 
arms sales. “Clearly, there would be more forces from the U.S. in the 
region than has beat true in the past,” Cheney told reporters travelling 
with him as he arrived from Washington. He laier met Saudi Defence 
Minister Prince Sultan Ibn Abdul Aziz. Cheney predicted “agreements in 
principle” with Gulf states this week on cooperation — including military 
training, regular joint exercises, emergency access to air bases and storage 
of U.S. weapons and supplies for arty future Gulf conflict. During his fifth 
trip co the area since Iraq invaded Kuwait last Aug. 2, Cheney wilt also 
meet officials in Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates, Oman, Qatar and 
Bahrain before flying home Thursday. He stressed Washington was not 
interested in stationing ground forces in the region in the wake of the Gulf 
war but added that U.S. Naval Forces there would be increased and that 
quick air access was necessary for increased security. 
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Iraqi envoy to Arab 
League arrives to 
take up post 


CAIRO (AP) — Iraq’s repre- 
sentative to the Arab League 
arrived Monday to take up his 
post at the Cairo-based organisa- 
tion. Nabil Najtn A1 Ttkriti, re- 
cently appointed by his govern- 
ment as permanent representa- 
vjf! rive to the league, was Iraq’s 
ambassador to Egypt before 
Baghdad broke off relations with 
Cano on Feb. 6. On the same 
day, Iraq also severed relations 
with Saudi Arabia, the United 
States, Britain, Italy and France, 
all major participants in the 33- 
nation coalition which fought 
against Iraq. “Iraq is seeking to 
turn to a new page to strengthen 
tile Arab camp and learn from 
the lessons of the past months,” 
- Ttkriti said on arrival at Cairo 
» airport.. He will present his 
credentials to the league’s Assis- 
tant Secretary-General Assad AJ 
Assad Tuesday. The tint Arab 
League meeting attended by Iraq 
since the Golf war was cm March 
31. AH 21 member countries were 
represented by thetr permanent 
delegates. 

Lebanese teachers 
begin strike . 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s 

70,000 school teachers joined 
f-, staff of the state university in an 
-indefinite strike Monday, deman- 
ding better pay and benefits to 
combat soaring .inflation. The 
strike-call was observed by public 
and private school teachers across 
Lebanon,. leaving about 800,000 
’ students- without school. The 
1,500 teachers, at . the public 
Lebanese University have been 
on strike since Friday. Most af 
Lebanon’s 81 banks were also 
dosed Fod^ as, workers seeking 
■ higher wages and allowances 
& went on strike, but many of them 
' reopened Monday. Parliament 
Speaker Hussein Husseini 
warned . the teachers Sunday 
against striking, saying if they 
•• went ahead parliament would re- 

fuse to ratify and decree passed to 
it. 

Genscher In Iran 

NICOSIA ( AP) — German Foro- 
• ign Minister Hans Dietrich Gens- 
riser arrived in Tehran Monday, 
; the latest in a series of European 
~ officials seeking improved rela- 
tions with Iran. The official Isla- 
mic Republic News Agency 
(TRNA) said Genscher praised 
“the very responsible role that 
Iran has played daring the impor- 
tant months at the end of 1990 
and the be ginnin g of 1991.” Iran 
remained neutral in the Gulf w$r 
involving neighbouring Iraq and 
honoured the U.N. embargo im- 
posed on Iraq after its August 
invasion of Kuwait. 

Troops kill 66 
Kashmiris near 
Pakistan border 

NEW DELHI (AP) — Indian 
troops ambushed and killed 66 
Muslim militants near the frontier 
with Pakistan is Kashmir, in the 
biggest border dash in the 15- 
month separatist uprising, the 
gov ern ment said Monday. Gov- 
ernment spokesman Ra mam qhan 
Rao said the dash occurred Sun- 
day in the Kupwara district of 
Jam mu- Kashmir state, where 
Islamic militants are fighting for 
independence from India- Knp- 
wara is 690 kilometres northwest 
of New Delhi. Rao said three 
militants were captured after a 
battle that lasted three boms. 

Starvation threatens 
4 million 
Bangladeshis 

DHAKA (R) — Paw “E* 00 
survivors of last week’s cyclone 
disaster in Bangladesh faee 
starvation and many could die of 
disease, tfie League of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies sad 
Monday. “An estimated four mil- 
lion people are now at serious 
risk'from lade of fresh drinking 
water and food,” the league said 
in a statement” Many more 
deads could follow from lackof 
water, food and disease.*’ .The 
official Cyclone Preparedness 
Centre said die death toll at 6 
p.m. Monday was 125,672, up 
ouhr sEghtty from the previous 
day. Red Crescent 
the toO could climb to #X),000 
rescue relief teams read* 
areas. 


Shevardnadze calls for sanctions 
to force Middle East peace talks 

Baker, Bessmertnykh 
visit region this week 


Combined Agency Dispatches 

SOVIET and American foreign 
ministers plan to travel to the 
Middle East this week for talks 
on the region’s peace process, it 
was announced in botfi Moscow 
and Washington Monday. The 
two, U.S. Secretary) of State 
James Baker and Soviet Foreign 
Minister Alexander Bessmert- 
nykh, will also hold tall$s while in 
the region. Baker said. 

Baker said he plans to return to 
the Middle East later this week to 
renew efforts to set up a regional 
peace conference. J 

“As long as there is any reason- 
able prospect of any chance of 
success, we should continue to 
work at this,” Baker hid. The 
visit will be his fourth since a 
ceasefire was agreed to in the 
Gulf war. 

Baker, who returned from his 
most recent trip just 10-days ago, 
said the countries on his itinerary 
will be essentially the same as last 
tune. 

In Moscow, a foreign ministry 
spokesman said Bessmertnykh 
travels to Israel and Arab coun- 
tries this week to promote a 
Middle East peace settlement, 
and hopes to meet With PLO 
leader Yasser Arafat. ’ 

Bessmertnykh is to leave Mos- 
cow for Damascus. Syria, on 
Wednesday, said foreign ministry 
spokesman Vitaly Chfaikm. In 
the following four dajis he will 
meet government leaders in Jor- 
dan, Israel, Egypt and possibly 
Lebanon, Chorkin said. 

Baker disdosed bis travel plans 
while welcoming former Soviet 
Foreign Minister Edriard She- 
vardnadze on a return visit to the 


State Department. 

During his trip. Baker said, he 
plans to visit Shevardnadze’s suc- 
cessor. Alexander Bessmertnykh, 
to try to coordinate plans for a 
Middle East peace conference, 
which would be held under joint 
Soviet-American sponsorship. 

Baker said the plan continues 
to call for direct talks between 
Israel and its Arab neighbours as 
well as face-to-face talks between 
Israel and Palestinian representa- 
tives. 

Baker said the decision to go 
ahead with the trip was made 
following a telephone discussion 
with President George Bush. 

He and the president agreed. 
Baker said, that “wc should con- 
tinue to try.” 

In Moscow, Churkin said Bess- 
mertnykh vrill be carrying no new 
Soviet peace plan. 

“We are no longer speaking in 
terms of sweeping peace plans or 
schemes with which one could 
surprise the world,” he told re- 
porters. “We have some ideas.” 

“We think that they are good 
ideas and we want to see if those 
ideas can push things forward and 
make all the parties directly in- 
volved in that problem find a 
common ground which would 
make it possible to set that pro- 
cess of settlement in motion.” 
Chorion said. 

Bessmertnykh is to spend 
Thursday in Amman, where he 
will meet with His Majesty King 
Hussein. 

He is scheduled to fly to Tel 
Aviv on Friday, but Churkin said 
he doubted there would be any 
announcement there about a res- 
toration of diplomatic relations. 


The Soviet Union severed ties 
with the Jewish state after the 
1967 Middle East war. and Israel 
has demanded they be restored 
before Moscow oouid actively 
participate in the Arab-Israeli 
peace process. 

“We consider the possibility of 
restoring diplomatic relations 
with Israel within the context of a 
Middle East settlement,” Chur- 
kin said. 

“Therefore, I would not say 
that diplomatic relations with 
Israel will necessarily be restored 
during the Soviet foreign minis- 
ter's visit to Israel.” 

“Baker said we are going to 
make another trip to the Middle 
East, f have discussed this at 
quite some length with the pres- 
ident... most recently yesterday 
by telephone. 

“We both believe that as long 
as there's any hope for progress 
towards peace in the Middle 
East.. .we should continue to try 
and we intend to do that.” 

“I will probably be leaving 
some time in the latter part of this 
week.” 

“We will visit the same coun- 
tries... that we’ve visited before 
and it will be my hope and belief 
that I'll have an opportunity to 
meet with Minister Bessmertnykh 
during the course of this trip so 
that we can continue to try to 
coordinate our efforts to promote 
a peace conference jointly spon- 
sored by the United States and 
the Soviet Union,” he said. 

The Soviet Union has agreed to 
co-sponsor with the United States 
a regional Arab-Israeli peace 
conference. Churkin said Bess- 
mertnykh did not plan to meet 



Secretary Baker following his 
trip, but would keep his Amer- 
ican counterpart informed of his 
talks with regional leaders. 

Churkin said Bessmertnykh 
wfii “of course” raise its objec- 
tions to the resettling of Soviet 
Jews on occupied Arab territories 
during his half-day of meetings in 
Israel. 

Bessmertnykh is scheduled to 
fly Friday afternoon to Cairo, 
where he will stay until May 12, 
Churkin said. Efforts are under 
way to see whether Bessmert- 
nykh could add a trip to Beirut to 
his agenda, along with a meeting 
with Arafat, he said. , 

Baker said he was still trying to 
arrange a *o.ifeience ih3t would 
see Israel negotiate directly with 
each of its neighbouring Arab 
states as well as with Palestinians. 

“It would be a very very broad 
conference of a nature and type 
that has never before taken 
place,” he said. 

(Continued ou page 5) 


PLO would join Arab, Jordanian 
team buft on equal footing - Milhei 


AMMAN (R) — The PLO wants 
an independent delegation to any 
Middle East peace talk* but will 
not oppose being part of a Jorda- 
nian or Arab team in which it can 
be equally represented; a FLO 
official said on Monday. 

“The p ri nc i ple is for; an inde- 
pendent Palestinian delegation to 
attend any peace talks/'^Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
Executive Committee ; member 
Mohammad Mflbem fold Reu- 
ters. 1 ; 

4 ‘But if the roadblock to 
achieving Palestinian rights and 
peace in the area can be: removed 
by going in an Arab delegation or 
with the Jordanians, we are ready 
for that provided our participa- 
tion is on equal footing,” he said. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker, trying to bring Israel and 
its Arab foes together $ a peace 
con fe rence, has not explicitly said 


how Palestinians would be repre- 
sented at any such talks. 

But be is believed to favour tire 
idea of a joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian delegation to bypass 
Israel’s refusal to talk to the 
PLO, which it regards as a terror- 
ist organisation. 

The Palestine Central Council, 
a link between the PLO Execu- 
tive Committee and the Palesti- 
nian partiament-in-exzJe, called at 
a meeting in Tunis last week for 
an independent Palestinian team 
at any negotiations. 

Amman has told the PLO it 
will agree to a joint delegation 
only -if the organisation publicly 
asked it to do so. 

IBs Majesty King Hussein reaf- 
firmed Amman’s stand on 
Palestinian representation at any 
peace conference in talks on Sun- 
day with a three-man PLO team 
on Baker’s efforts. 


The delegation, headed by 
PLO Executive Committee mem- 
ber Mahmoud Abbas, briefed the 
King on their talks in Moscow last 
week with Soviet Foreign Minis- 
ter Alexander Bessmertnykh, 
who will visit Jordan on Thursday 

Moscow has agreed to Baker’s 
request to co-sponsor the peace 
conference with Washington. 

“The Palestinian side should 
participate in any conference as 
die sole legitimate party to dis- 
cuss the Palestinian dimension of 
die Arab-Israeli conflict,” -the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
quoted the King as saying. 

However, the two sides have 
not touched in their talks on 
delicate issues such as the form of 
Palestinian representation in any 
peace talks and the future ties 
between Amman and an indepen- 
dent Palestinian entity, officials 
said. 


Torturie rampant in Kuwait, 

I 

British: newspaper reports 


i 

LONDON (AP) — A Respected 
British newspaper reported Mon- 
day that Palestinians ill Kuwait 
are still being barassedjand tor- 
tured , even though swjx abuses 
have been widely reported and 
criticised. j 

The Independent sard that, 
accord ing to diplomats iid inter- 
national humanitarian -workers, 
the mistreatment of Palestinians 
and other non-Kowaitisiby milit- 
ary and paramffitaiy grpups was 
continuing to rise. j 

“The trend of abuses was going 
down a couple of week* ago but 
now it is escalating ag^in,” one 
unnamed western diplomat told 
the newspaper. “A £t more 
violations have been reported ... 
several detention centres which 
were dosed aie being opened 


Palestinians say that — unlike 
the early days after the SberaPon, 
when they were picket) up ran- 
domly on the steels -r- armed 
Kuwaitis are now forcing their 


way into Palestinian homes, often 
with the names of who they want, 
the newspaper reported. 

“Sometimes you are picked up 
by one group, beaten, released, 
and then another group will come 
to your house and cake you 
again ” one young Palestinian 
told the Independent. 

Amnesty International visited 
Kuwait last month to research 
alleged human rights abuses. 
Afterwards, the organisation 
appealed to the emir of Kuwait to 
intervene in what it called a wave 
of torture, killings and arbitrary 
arrests in the country following 
the withdrawal of Iraqi forces 
Feb. 26. 

Amnesty International said 
scores of people had been killed 
and hundreds more arbitrarily 
arrested since the withdrawal, 
most of them Palestinians. It 
added that despite some positive 
steps by tire government, overall 
safeguards against human rights 
violations appear to hart been 


accorded “an extremely low 
priority” by the country’s nilers. 

Ibrahim Majed A1 Shahine. 
Kuwait’s minister of mnoicipal 
affairs, said reports of human 
rights abuses were being planted 
by the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation, in an attempt to blacken 
Kuwait’s name. The Independent 
reported. 

“1 think the PLO is trying to 
give the world a bad impressioa 
(of Kuwait),” he said. “They are 
the arms of Saddam Hussein.” 

Kuwait's emir. Sheikh Jaber A1 
Ahmed A) Sabah, told British 
Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd 
on Friday that the authorities 
“would not tolerate abuses of 
human rights of any of the resi- 
dents.” 

As the emir and Hurd were 
meeting Friday, ten patients of 
different nationalities — some 
battered so badly that they could 
not speak — were resting in ward 
18 of Kuwait’s Farwaniya Hospit- 
al, The Independent said. 


Van den Broek 
ends Syria 
visit 

DAMASCUS. Syria (Agencies) 
— Dutch Foreign Minister Hans 
van den Broek left Damascus on 
Monday, saying the. European 
Community hopes to contribute 
to Arab-Israeli peace efforts. 

Van den Broek, whose nation 
takes over the EC presidency in 
June, told reporters the talks with 
Syrian officials had been open, 
frank and in depth. 

He left for Israel, where he 
faces Israeli opposition to a Euro- 
pean role in any proposed Arab- 
Israeli peace talks. 

Van den Broek said the talks in 
Damascus “will help us in contri- 
buting to the peace process and 
we have undertaken to continue 
our discussions.” 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farook Al Sharaa repeated 
Syria's support for “the Euro- 
pean Community’s role in a peace 
conference and we think this con- 
ference is very useful for all the 
parties concerned.” 

Israel has opposed European 
involvement in peace talks, fear- 
ing it might come under pressure 
to make concessions. It also dif- 
fers with Arabs in wanting to 
keep conference sponsors out of 
any role in Arab-Israele talks. 

Asked if he was optimistic ab- 
out the convening of a peace 
conference soon, Sharaa said: “If 
we listen to the Israeli official 
statements, we are not optimistic 
at all because these statements 
give sufficient evidence that the 
Israeli government does not want 
peace in the region... 

“They do not want the genuine 
peace conference, they do not 
want U.N. participation nor 
European participation. They are 
just killing everything posed on 
the way of the peace process.” 
But Sharaa welcomed the 
efforts of U.S. Secretary of State 
James A. Baker to broker a 
peace conference, saying “We 
think that the American efforts 
are important at this juncture." 

Sharaa, who saw die Dutch 
minister off from the airport, told 
reporters that Syria supported a 
European Community role in the 
peace process and reiterated dlls 
for a significant U.N. role. 


Last U.S. troops leave south today 

Refugee havens flagrant 
interference in Iraq’s 
affairs - National Assembly 


BAGHDAD (R) — The Nation- 
al Assembly said on Monday that 
creation of refugee havens in 
northern Iraq by Western troops 
constituted flagrant interference 
in Iraq’s internal affairs in viola- 
tion of the United Nations char- 
ter. 

In a statement carried by the 
official Iraqi news agency, the 
parliament said the safety zone 
for Kurdish refugees “violates the 
U.N. aims and is a flagrant in- 
tervention in Iraq’s internal 
affairs. 

“The U.N. charter... prohibits 
intervention in the internal affairs 
of various countries as a violation 
of national sovereignty.” 

It said “the so-called Kurdish 


refugee problem was fabricated 
by America and its allied forces 
with the aim of blackmailing Iraq 
and imposing on its suspect poli- 
cies.” 

The statement appealed to 
Arab and world parliaments and 
“all peace-loving countries to 
condemn this American be- 
haviour.” 

In the north of Iraq, U.S. army 
troops closed around the city of 
Dohuk in their deepest push 
south from the Turkish border, 
while Iraqi soldiers beaded in the 
opposite direction in trucks piled 
high with goods. 

The U.S. battalion stayed on 
the city's outskirts, but an 
occupation of Dohuk was be- 


lieved imminent — a move that 
would mark a significant expan- 
sion of the allied occupation of 
northern Iraq in an effort to allow 

450.000 co 800,000 Kurdish re- 
fugees to return home. 

Thousands of refugees have 
died in nigged mountain areas 
along the Turkish and Iranian 
borders after fleeing Iraqi troops 
that crushed their rebellion fol- 
lowing the Gulf war. More than 

30.000 refugees have returned. 
Dohuk, about 48 kilometres 

south of Turkey, is home to many \ 
refugees and could become the 
largest northern Iraqi city occu- 
pied by allied troops. 

(Continued on page 51 


Iraqi- Kurdish talks resume this week 


BAGHDAD (R) — A fresh 
round of autonomy talks between 
Iraq and Kurdish rebel leaders 
will begin in Baghdad this week, 
Iraqi government officials said on 
Monday. 

President Saddam Hussein, 
whose troops crushed a Kurdish 
revolt in March, was likely to 
meet the Kurdish delegation but 
not until after the end of the 
talks, they added. 

“It will be finished first and he 
(Saddam) will authenticate the 
document. The president always 
meets the delegation at the end of 
the talks.” one official said. 

But a senior official, quoted by 
welt-informed sources, said the 
government did not in ted to con- 
cede control of oil produced 
around the northern city of Kir- 
kuk and opposed international 
guarantees for any agreement. 

The first word on a fresh round 
of talks between Baghdad and 
Kurdish leaders came on Sunday 


from a spokesman for the Iraqi 
Kurdistan Front, an umbrella 
group of the main parties seeking 
self rule for Iraq's Kurdistan re- 
gion. 

The government officials said 
Kurdish leaders were beginning to 
assemble in Baghdad for the 
talks, but they did not know on 
what day of the week the talks 
would begin. 

Massoud Barzani, leader of foe 
powerful Kurdish Democratic 
Party, will lead the Kurdish side 
to the negotiations. 

The government side to the 
first Tound of talks, held in Bagh- 
dad last month, was led by Izzat 
Ibrahim, Saddam’s second-in- 
command. 

The Iraqi government , the 
senior official said, was totally 
opposed to a Kurdish proposal 
that any agreement concluded 
between foe two sides should 
have international guarantees. 

Any agreement would be an 


internal matter, he added. 

The official said Baghdad, 
which stamped out twin revolt by 
Muslim Shiites m central and 
southern Iraq, had no intention 
of handing an autonomus Kurdis- 
tan control of oil produced 
around foe- Kirkuk. 

“The sale of Iraqi oil is a 
matter for the central govern- 
ment.” he added. 

The Iraqi Kurdistan Front 
spokesman, in an announcement 
made to Reuters m Cyprus os 
Sunday, said foe delegation was 
carrying to Baghdad a set of 
proposals for what he called a 
political settlement of the Kur- 
dish issue “within foe framework 
of a united, democratic Iraq.” 

The spokesman said the prop- 
osals touched on foe future of 
democracy in Iraq, preparations 
for free elections and foe geog- 
raphical boundaries of foe auton- 
omous Kurdish region, which 
should indude Kirkuk. 


Bush back to work 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent George Bush, in good spirits 
and obviously itching to get back 
to work, returned to the White 
House on Monday morning after 
being in hospital at the weekend 
with an irregular heartbeat. 

“It’s great to be bade,” Bush, 
who returned wearing a heart 
monitoring device, told reporters 
and White House staff members 
gathered ontside the oval office 
to welcome him home. “Bade to 
work, back to work." 

He spoke in the rose garden 
shortly before 9:30 a.m. (1330 
GMT) less than an hour after foe 
White House announced that 
doctors had decided against 
electric-shock treatment to stabil- 
ise his heart rhythm and would 
instead rely on medication to 
treat his condition. 

Their decision to forgo a proce- 
dure known as cardioversion 
'meant the 66-year-old president 
did not have to be sedated — a 
move that would have required a 
temporary transfer of power to 
Vice-President Dan Quayle. 

The possibility that Quayle 
would become acting president, 
however briefly, caused jitters in 
world financial markets and re- 
vived a long-simmering U.S. de- 
bate about his qualifications to be 
a heartbeat away from America's 
highest office. 

At a medical briefing at 
Befoesda naval hospital. Bush’s 
doctors said they believed 
. medication alone would deal with 


the atrial fibrillation he de- 
veloped on Saturday while jog- 
ging- 

“Needless to say, foe president 
wanted out ( of foe hospital). He's 
not a guy who likes to lie around 
a room. But this, I can assure 
you, had no bearing on our deri- 
sion to release him," White 
House physician Burton Lee said. 

“This man really has no physic- 
al problems of any kind that we 
can detect other than the arrhyth- 
mia (irregular heartbeat),” Lee 
said. 

Asked if cardioversion was no 
longer expected , Dr. Bruce 
Lloyd, foe hospital’s chief of car- 
diology, said: “It is our hope that 
with continued fine-tuning of the 
medication ... that question will 
be moot." 

Bush, a tall, athletic man who 
loves strenuous exercise and is 
intensely competitive, must “cur- 
tail slightly” bis physical activities 
until his medication is adjusted 
but should be able to resume a 
normal schedule within a week, 
his doctors said. 

They said his heart rhythm had 
returned to normal at about 30.45 
p.m. local time Sunday night 
(0245 GMT Monday) — just over 
a day after the Bush health scare 
began — but that it again became 
erratic while he was sleeping 
several hours later. 

Daring foe briefing. Dr. Lee 
was handed a note saying that 
Bush’s heart ihyfom had returned 
to normal again a few minutes 


after be entered foe oval office. 

• However, independent medical 
experts said the recurrence of foe 
irregular heartbeat overnight was 
a sign that Bash's condition 
would have to be monitored inde- 
finitely. 

Bush planned to conduct a foil 
schedule ou Monday, incfc&ng a 
1.30 p.m. (1730 GMT) meeting 
with former Soviet Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze. 
He was also set to attend a charity 
reception in a Washington suburb 
on Monday everting. 

Asked by a reporter when he 
would begin jogging again, the 
president said bos doctors told 
him “today if I want to, but I'm 
not sure I feel up to it yet.” 

Bush also brushed aside con- 
cerns about the competence of 
Quayle, 44, who continues to 
battle a widespread impression 
that be lacks foe stature to be- 
come president. 

“Hey, he has my foil support, 
always has, and he’s doing a 
first-class job," Bush said of 
Quayle. 

The former senator from Indi- 
ana was Bush's surprise choice 
for tbe Republican vice- 
presidential nomination in 1988. 
Bush has vowed that Quayle will 
again be on the Republican ticket 
if, as expected, he seeks a second 
term as president in 1992. 

Bush was admitted to hospital 
on Saturday after suffering short- 

(Continued on page 51 


Moscow: Ties not a precondition of Israel trip 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
Union said Monday it did not see 
restoration of diplomatic ties as 
essential to the success of Foreign 
Minister Alexander Bessmert- 
nykh's ground-breaking visit to 
Israel tins week. 

Foreign Ministry Spokesman 
Vitally Churkin said he saw foe 
question of restoring ties, broken 
over the 1967 Arab-Israeli war, as 
part of the general peace process 
in foe region. 

“I think, therefore, h would be 


wrong to believe that reestablish- 
ment of diplomatic relations 
should necessarily follow from 
the visit to Israel,” he said. 

Israeli officials say the visit 
signifies a step towards foe re- 
sumption of relations, bat refuse 
to say whether any agreement is 
expected during foe trip. 

Bessmertnykh will visit Israel 
on May 10 as part of a Middle 
East tour that will also include 
Syria, Jordan and Egypt. Churkin 
said foe foreign minister might 


also travel to Lebanon. 

The Soviet Union, whose 
southern frontiers run close to the 
Middle East region, is hoping to 
help organise an international 
peace conference, a proposal it 
has backed for decades but which 
has moved up foe world political 
agenda since the Gulf war. 

The rift between the Soviet 
Union and Israel has greatly ham- 
pered Soviet efforts to influence 
developments in foe region over 
turn decades. 
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Levy says hardliner Sharon ‘harms Israel’ 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy has accused 
Housing Minister Arid Sharon of 
making comments harmful to 
Israel during a controversial visit 
to Washington. 

“Wbat good does this do? Why 
talk this way? If you think this 
way, time wUI tell all,” Levy said 
Sunday. 

Sharon, a vocal advocate of 
Israeli rightwingers who wish to 1 
annex the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, is masterminding a building 
boom in the occupied territories. 

The United States, trying to 
arrange a post-Gulf war Middle 
East peace conference, says the 
settlements obstruct peace. 

In principle, it backs the idea 
that Israel should be prepared to 
exchange occupied territory for 
guaranteed peace. 

In Washington last week, Shar- 
on said the 1.75 million Palesti- 
nians who live in the occupied 
territories did not deserve an 
independent state. He said they 
belonged in Jordan, where die 
majority of the population is 
Palestinian. 

“Such a stance does damage 


and causes problems ...” Levy 
told his Likud Party's foreign 
affairs and defence committee. 

Levy, who has met U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
on his three trips to Jerusalem, 
said the time was ripe to make 
peace and warned his party that 
unless Israel and tbe United 
States reached agreement, the 
Jewish state could find itself iso- 
lated. 

He criticised ultra-nationalist 
parties in the Likud-led coalition 
which, like Sharon, have sworn to 
block regional peace talks if they 
would jeopardise Israel control of 
the territories, or involve Palesti- 
nians from East Jerusalem. 

“The regional conference is 
under written guarantees the Un- 
ited States is prepared to give the 
Israeli government. This type of 
meeting will not have the author- 
ity to determine, vote, impose or 
take decisions,” Levy told his 
colleagues. 

Sharon's visit to Washington 
caused a storm when his planned 
meeting with Housing and Urban 
Development Secretary -Jack 
Kemp was downgraded to private 



Czechoslovakia has not made deal to sell tanks to Syria, Iran 


PRAGUE (R) — Czechoslovakia may sell tanks to Syria or Iran 
in order to earn money for converting its huge arms industry to 
peaceful production, officials said on Monday. The leftist daily 
Rude Pravo said Prague was considering exporting about 100 new 
Soviet-designed T-72 tanks to Syria and some old T-55 tanks to 
Iran. “We are still considering tbe economic and political aspects 
of a deal (with Syria)," Foreign Trade Ministry spokesman 
Frantisek Havrilla said. "It's still possible we won't sell tanks to 
Syria.” President Vaclav Havel’s spokesman Michael Zantovsky 
said no specific deal had been made with Iran. “We have never 
said we would stop exporting our heavy arms technology 
altogether ... although our policy is not to produce arms, 
conversion of the arms industry cannot be done from one day to 
another because Czechoslovakia does not have enough money,” 
/ Zantovsky said. “If Czechoslovakia sells some arms, it will only 
/ be to get money for the conversion. But it does not mean we 
would sell anywhere and to anyone.” The United States urged 
' Czechoslovakia last Friday not to export tanks to Syria and Iran. 
Czechoslovakia was a major supplier of heavy arms to the Middle 
East until the overthrow of Communist rule in 1989. Some 80,000 
people are employed in arms production in the eastern region of 
Slovakia. The regional government has resisted demands to close 
the factories quickly because of the severe impact this would have 
on a poor area where unemployment is already rising sharply. 


Five shops set on fire in Alexandria; four 
die in bus accident 


ALEXANDRIA, Egypt (AP) — Five shops were set on fire 
before dawn Monday in this Mediterranean port and police 
suspect Muslim extremists were behind the similar, simultaneous 
attacks. A police officer, who refused to be identified, said four of 
the shops are owned by members of Egypt's Coptic Christian 
minority. Two of them sell house appliances and the others are a 
grocery and a liquor store. The fifth, owpgd by a Muslim, is a 
beauty salon. The officer said there were no casualties. Damage 
to the shops, located in different parts of the city, was minor, he 
added. He said authorities suspect Muslim extremists, who in 
recent years set fire to numerous Coptic-owned stores all over the 
country. Muslim extremists believe women should be veiled and 
consider beauty parlors against Islam. “The fires started around 3 
a.m. Monday," the officer said. “The same method was used. The 
culprits poured kerosene on the doors of the shops and set them 
ablaze. Firemen rushed to the scene and quickly extinguished the 
fires.l There was no serious damage to any of the shops." 
Accidents like these are usually followed by roundups of scores of 
Muslim extremists known to. police. In an unrelated mishap, four 
people died and 19 were injured when their overcrowded bus bit a 
truelp parked on one side of the Alexandria-Cairo highway. The 
same police officer said the accident occurred Monday morning. 
The | public bus, shuttling between Alexandria and the town of 
Kafr el Dawar, 20 kilometres to the south, carried between 60-70 
passengers. Many stood in the aisle, he said. One of the bus’ front 
tyres burst, causing the vehicle to swerve and ram into the parked 
truojk, which was loaded with cotton. Two men and two women 
passengers died instantly. 


Saudis says turtle breeding ground 
cleared of oil 

NIQOSIA (R) — Experts have cleaned up an oil-polluted island 
used as a breeding ground by endangered turtle species, tbe Saudi 
Piress Agency (SPA) said on Monday. SPA quoted a report by the 
Dhahran- based Meteorological and Environmental Protection 
Agency saying nearly 900.000 barrels of oil split in the Gulf war 
had been sucked up from Saudi shores. Oil lapped the shores of 
Karan Island, 100 kilometres northeast of the Saudi port of 
Jubail, threatening hawksbill and green sea turtles during their 
April-Jufy nesting season. Gulf environmental officials say up to 
four million barrels of crude oil spilled into the shallow waterway 
during the war. The U.S.-led allies accused Iraq of deliberately 
releasing most of the oil. Iraq blamed allied bombing raids on its 
tankere and oil terminals. The London-based International 
Maritime Organisation said a team of British experts began the 
dean-up operation last month. SPA, received in Cyprus, said 
several patches of oil were sighred on Sunday off the Saudi coast. 
It said nearly 2,000 barrels of spilled oil have been processed at its 
small Safaniya refinery, near the border with Kuwait. 
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talks and transferred to the Israeli 
embassy after Baker objected to 
a formal meeting. 

Sharon, a burly 63-year-old 
former general and defence 
minister, returned to Israel late 
Sunday to a hero’s welcome from 
hundreds of chanting supporters 
at the airport. 

He swore Israel would keep on 
settling Jews in the occupied ter- 
ritories even If this jeopardised 
millions of dollars in U.S. aid for 
Soviet immigrants. 

He confirmed that more hous- 
ing would be built near tbe mili- 
tant Jewish settlement of Kiryat 
Arba, near the Palestinian city of 
Hebron in the West Bank. 

Already, 100,000 Jews inhabit 
fortified neighbourhoods in the 
territories. 

Israel’s Peace Now Movement 
said Sunday that bulldozers had 
laid the foundations for 2,000 
more housing units near the Kar- 
nei Shomron settlement in the 
West Bank. 

“When it comes to our lives, 
pressure will not work. Even if 
we' have to put everyone who 
comes here m tents or huts we 


will do it. We will not endanger 
our lives,” Sharon said. 

Israel has sought millions of 
dollars in U.S. housing loan 
guarantees for a flood of Soviet 
Jewish immigrants. In New York, 
Israeli 'Ambassador Zalman 
Shoval confirmed his country 
would request 10 million dollars 
in loan guarantees in September. 

U.S. Ambassador to Israel 
William Brown Friday criticised 
Israel’s settlement policy, saying 
the Jewish state should not take 
for granted millions of dollars of 
aid to absorb the wave of immig- 
' rants. 

In tbe Gaza Strip Sunday, resi- 
dents said a 16-year-old Palesti- 
nian died from bullet wounds 
sustained during clashes between 
Palestinian activists and Israeli 
soldiers last month. 

Since an uprising against Israeli 
'rule erupted in the occupied terri- 
tories 40 months ago, Israelis 
have killed 790 Palestinians. 

Another 334 Arabs have been 
killed by fellow Palestinians on 
suspicion of aiding Israeli security 
forces. Sixty-five Israeli Jews and 
five tourists have also died. 


Renowned 
violinist 
makes plea for 
Palestinians 


U.S. set to move Kurds 
from border camps to Iraq 


U.S. dropped new 
bomb in effort to 
kill Iraqi leaders 


John M. Broder 

Los Angeles Times 
WASHINGTON — In the dos- 
ing days of the Gulf war, the U.S. 
Air Force used powerful new 
penetration bombs to destroy 

hardened Iraqi command bunk- 
ers in an attempt to kill the 
nation's senior leaders, U.S. de- 
fence officials said Friday. 

The bombs were developed 
and tested at Air Force laborator- 
ies in a crash programme, arriv- 
ing in Saudi Arabia only days 
before the ceasefire was declared 
Feb. 28. 

Two of the 4,700-pound 
bombs, fashioned from' lengths of 
heavy, 8-inch artillery gun tubes, 
were dropped by F-ll 1 bombers 
on a command bunker complex 
north of Baghdad in the final 
week of the war. Officials said 
that the bombs penetrated the 
buried, heavily reinforced bunk- 
ers and killed a number of senior 
Iraqi military officers. 

A senior' Pentagon official de- 
nied that Iraqi leader Saddam 


Hussein was the target of the 
attacks, but he acknowledged 
that U.S. air strikes “went after 
command and control” — includ- 
ing the nation’s top leadership — 
from the first moments of the 
war. 

The policy sparked controversy 
during the war after U.S. war- 
planes destroyed a reputed com- 
mand bunker in a residential 
neighbourhood in Baghdad on 
Feb. 13, killing more than 200 
people. Iraqi officials said that 
structure was a civilian bomb 
shelter, but U.S. authorities in- 
sisted that it was a command 
facility for the Iraqi military and a 
shelter for the leadeship elite. 

Esistence of the new penetra- 
tion bomb, designated the GBU- 
28, was disclosed by the industry 
magazine Aviation Week & 
Space Technology. The maga- 
zine’s account of the develop- 
ment and use of the weapon to be 
published in tomorrow's editions, 
was independently verified by 
sources at the Pentagon. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — World renowned violin- 
ist Sir Yehudi Menuhin made a 
plea before Israel's partiament 
Sunday for equality for the 
Palestinians. 

Menuhin, 75, is in Israel to 
receive the 1991 Wolf Foundation 
prize for arts, awarded him as 
“one of the greatest violinists of 
the 20th century,” who brought 
nations together” through music- 
al education, enlightening peo- 
ples and elevating cultural levels 
throughtout the world." 

In his acceptance speech to tbe 

parliament, Menuhin urged Israel 
to adopt “absolute reciprocity, 
absolute equality" towards the 
Palestinians as the "sine qua non 
of peace." 

“Otherwise you will continue 
to let yourselves be governed by 
this fear and violence, remaining 
a bitter armed camp as long as 
you survive," Menuhin told the 
120-member parliament. 

American- bom and a British 
citizen, Menuhin mentioned that 
his Jewish ancestry lent special 
significance to the opportunity ol 
addressing the Israeli parliament 
as a Wolf Prize recipient. 

However, Menuhin refrained 
from calling the Palestinians by 
name, Israel shoud face “the in- 
eluctable fact that, living amongst 
them, are people equally dedi- 
cated to the land, equally ready 
to die for their loyalties.” 

“It is unworthy of my great 
people, the Jews, who have 
striven to abide by a code of 
moral rectitude for some five 
thousand years, who can create 
and achieve a land and a society 
for themselves such as we see 
around, but can yet deny the 
sharing of its great qualities and 
benefits to those others dwelling 
amongst them," Menuhin added. 

Menuhin added that a two- 
state solution could lead to peace. 

“And this offer can only come 
from the stronger,” he added. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir’s ruling Likud bloc opposes 
giving up land for peace, a U.S.- 
backed solution promoted by 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker during his past three trips 
to the Middle East. 


By Alistair Lyon 

Renter 


SILOFI, Turkey — The U.S. 
military, racing against the onset 
of summer heat, is preparing to 
move thousands of Kurds from 
mountain camps on tbe Turkish 
border into allied “safe havens” 
in northern Iraq, a UJS. officer 
said on Monday. 

“The reason far speed is that 
by June 1 there will be no water 
in the mountains," Lieutenant- 
Colonel Pan! Wisniewski told 
Reuters. 

“The ground water disappears. 
The springs dry up. The water we 
have been trucking or flying up to 
the camps was only evera supple- 
ment to tbe sources.” 

In tbe western sector of the 
rugged 330- kilometre frontier, 
buses have begun ferrying re-, 
fugees from Isikveren and Yek-, 
mat camps, bolding an estimated 

120.000 people, back to Iraq via 
Turkish roads. 

Wisniewski said the flow of 
refugees would be stepped up in 
coining days and more transport 
laid on for those descending from 
tbe mountains on the Iraqi side of 
the ridge. 

Tbe new effort, due ot start on 
Wednesday, aims to bring 

250.000 to 270,000 refugees at the 
camps of Cutanea and Uzmniu 
back to Iraq. 

“There is no direct route down 


from Cukurca,” Wisniewski said. 
“Those people hiked up the 
mountains to get there.” 

He said the idea was first to 
dear Uzumlu, 20 kflometres west 
of Cukurca, and then use it as a 
staging post for refugees making 
their way along a poor dirt road 
from Cukurca. . 

Most of the Kurds would have 
to walk the 12 kflometres from 
Uzmniu to Kaui Masi, a des- 
troyed mountain village con- 
nected to the valley by asphalt' 
roads. 

U.S. forces will install a relay 
station at Kam Masi, where a 
Kurdish guerrilla command is 
based, to supply refugees on the 
move with water, food and 
medical care, as well as petrol for 
those who had abandoned vehi- 
cles there. 

Wisniewski was trying to find 
100 Iraqi trucks to help take large 
numbers of refugees from Kaui 
Masi to Sarsank, 28 kflometres 
away, where U.S. -forces are 
building a big supply depot. 

They have started to repair 
Sarsank airfield, which was under 
construction when allied bombers 
cratered it during the Gulf war. 

When repairs are complete, 
C-130 Hercules cargo aircraft will 
fly m relief supplies from tbe 
U.S.-Turkish base of Indrlik near 
the southern dty of Adana. 

Wisniewski said two or three 
other relay stations would be 


.placed along tbe way and about 
500 simple tents would be put up 
at Sarsank. 

Many Kurds at Carkurca and 
Uzumlu come from the provincial 
capital of Dahuk, about 40 
kilometres southwest of Sarsank, 
and nearby towns still outside the 
allied “security zone.” 

Wisniewski said refugees un- 
able to return immediately to 
Dahuk might stay with relatives 
in the Sarsank area, but there 
were no plans ' to set up a major 
tent city M»ch as tbe 10,000-capac- 
ity camp near Zakho to the west. 

He said die military would 
soon arrange transport and at 
least one way-station to bring 
down smaller numbers of re- 
fugees from camps further east 
within a week. 

. “Right now, our biggest 
headache is gas (petrol). Second 
biggest is water,” be said. “Tbe 
United Nations is following us 
wherever we go and they have 
started registering refugees.” 

Allied forces were distributing 
safe passage cards to fearful 
Kurds to encourage them to re- 
turn to havens which the United 
Nations may eventually take over 
from tbe military. 

Hundreds of thousands of Ira- 
qis, most of them Kurds, fled to 
Turkey and Iran last month after 
the Iraqi forces crushed Kurdish 
and Shi'ite revolts which flared 
after Iraq’s Gulf war defeat. 


Saddam’s portraits almost 
extinct in southern city 


Kurds refuse to eat Norwegian food 


OSLO (R) — Iraqi Kurdish refugees in Iran are refusing to eat 
several hundred tonnes of food aid sent by Norway as they 
wrongly fear it contains pig fat, the firm which made the food said 
on Monday. “It’s 100 per cent vegetable fat," said Arne 
Andreassen, bead of compact A/S, which has made 2,035 tonnes 
of food sent by Norway's relief agencies to the Kurds. “We’ve 
been sending this food around the world for 30 years to all races 
and religions.”. 


The Palestinians have been 
waging a 40-month uprising 
against Israeli rule in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
Israel captured the lands in the 
1967 Middle East war. 

At least 821 Palestinians have 
been killed by Israeli soldieis or 
civilians in the uprising. 

The Wolf Prizes are given 
annually and carry $100,000 
grants. The recipients of the 
awards for chemistry, medicine, 
physics, agriculture and 
mathematics were also honored 
at the Israeli parliament. 


NASSIRIYA, Iraq (R) — Rebels 
in this devastated dty vented 
their anger on portraits of Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein during a 
Shi'ite Muslim uprising that 
erupted in central and southern 
Iraq after the Gulf war. 

Reporters who visited Nassir- 
iya Sunday found dozens of the 
concrete billboards that carry 
President Saddam's portraits 
throughout Iraq scorched or emp- 
ty where pictures had been burnt 
or obliterated with paint. 

More than one month after 
Iraqi forces put down the Shi’ite 
rebellion, only the entrance to 
the heavily gnlriJed headquarters 
of the provisional governor was 
adorned with portraits of the 
Iraqi leader. 

Both looked dean and new. 

“The people did not deface 


President Saddam Hussein's por- 
traits... because the people love 


Saddam Hussein to the point of 
adoration," Governor Aziz Saleh 
A1 Noam an said. 

He blamed the unrest that fol- 
lowed Iraq's Gulf war defeat on 
saboteurs who be said had infil- 
trated the country from neigh- 


bouring Iran. 

Nassiriya, 350 kflometres south 
of Baghdad on the Euphrates 
River, was heavily bombed by 
U.S. and allied planes in the war 
which drove Iraqi forces from 
Kuwait 

Allied soldiers occupied the 
river hank opposite the city in 
their lightning advance into Iraq 
that ended the six-week war at 
the end of February. 

Bridges across the river were 
destroyed in air raids, which resi- 
dents said killed 750 civilians, but 
one remained standing. 

Engineers are now erecting a 
pontoon bridge for motor traffic 
but on Sunday vehicles poured in 
single file over tbe one remaining 
bridge. 

All that remains of the middle 
section of tbe bridge is the pave- 
ment and a narrow strip of road. 

Governor Noam an said the re- 
bels had destroyed what was left 
untouched by the air raids when 
they burnt and looted shops. 

Other evidence suggested the 
rebels themselves had been in 
control of the hospital, where the 
name of President Saddam has 


been removed from the bofleting’s 
nameplate. 

Tbe Iraqi army smashed the 
Shi'ite revolt in the sooth before 
beading north to stamp out a 
short-lived Kurdish rebellion in 
early April. 

President Saddam, who is now 
pledging to take Iraq towards 
democracy, last week began tour- 
ing provincial cities but has res- 
tricted his visits so far to areas 
largely untouched by rivil unrest 

In a visit to the northern dty of 
Mosul Saturday, be implied that 
Iraqis who had joined the rebels 
were traitors. 

“There are Iraqis who are reg- 
istered as Iraqi but are not," 
President Saddam said In a 
speech to local officials broadcast 
on television. 

Nassiriya residents interviewed 
.by journalists accompanied by 
information ministry guides 
echoed the official line that the 
Shi’ite revolt was Iranian- 
inspired. 

Noaman said few 'residents had 
been killed in tbe revolt in Nassir- 
iya and that those who had fled 
had since returned. 


Saudi woman psychologist breaks with tradition 


By Mariam Isa 

Reuter 


RIYADH — Saudi psycholog- 
ist Dr. Jawahir A1 Abdul Jab- 
bar has crossed many of the 
traditional barriers for women 
in this conservative Muslim 
society. 

Sitting alone and unveiled in 
her office at the -King Faisal 
Specialist hospital in Riyadh, 
she counsels Saudi couples on 
all aspects of their marital 
problems — including sex. 

Jab bar says her male pa- 
tients, who indude bearded 
religious men, don't raise their 
eyebrows or demand to see a 
male doctor. 


But female patients who see 
her male colleagues sometimes 
ask to switch to a woman doc- 
tor. 

“Nobody objects or says no 
they want a male doctor or 
they cannot talk about private 


matters ... even tbe religious 
men," she said in an interview. 

Jab bar. a divorcee in her 30s 
with two daughters, went to 
government schools then 
attended college in the United 
States. 

She was offered a fellowship 
abroad after receiving her 
doctorate in clinical psycholo- 
gy from London University 
five years ago, but decided to 
return to Riyadh to work in- 
stead. 

“It was very important to me 
thay my daughters should have 
the opportunity to learn their 
language, their religion and 
their social values in this coun- 
try." she said. 

“I'm a Saudi, I belong to this 
country — there are things I 
don’t like and will do my best 
to help change but whatever 
the circumstances, I consider 
myself a citizen." 

Women in Saudi Arabia, the 
birthplace of Islam, may not 


drive and seldom venture out- 
doors without a veil, an abaya 
(concealing black cloak), or a 
male relative. Sexes are strictly 
segregated. 


Jabbar said the restrictions 
were more the outcome of 
strong social tradition than of 
Islam itself, which set rules to 
protect women and orphans 
when it was founded 14 centur- 
ies ago. 

But she said there was no 
point in trying to force change. 
A protest in which about 50 
Saudi women drove through 
Riyadh last October led to a 
new law being passed explicitly 
banning them from driving, 
she said. Before, it was an 
unwritten rule. 


and I refused,” she said. 

Jabbar said she believed the 
timing of the unprecedented 
demonstration was bad be- 
cause it stirred anger from reli- 
gious fundamentalists while 
Saudi Arabia was under threat 
from Iraq. 

Tbe method was also wrong 
because nothing could be 
achieved in. Saudi Arabia by 
confrontation. “When I was 
younger I expected a lot of 
change but now I'm more 
pragmatic and do thing which 
will not offend but will make 
the point. 


opposed by many religious fun- 
damentalists. 

Officials say only about two 
to three per cent of Saudi 
women now work, mainly in . 
girls' schools or segregated 
branches of banks or govern- 
ment ministries ran by women. 

Medicine is tbe notable ex- 
ception. In hospitals, Saudi 
women doctors rub shoulders 
with male colleagues and Sandi 
nurses treat male patients. 
Daring the Gulf crisis, many 
Saudi girls responded to an 
appeal by King Fahd for more 
volunteer nurses. 


“With regard to driving as a 
social issue, I believe in it and I 
want it. With regard to the 
attempt by that group of 
women I did not support it at 
all, I was asked to participate 


“I shouldn't compare myself 
to a Western woman because 
that would be unfair. I com- 
pare myself to my mother and 
my grandmother and to a lot of 
women in tbe country," she 
said. 

Saudi Arabia introduced 
compulsory schooling for girls 
in the early 1960s, a move 


“The fact that you find, 
women here working side by 
side with men, having the same 
salaries, opportunities and 
promotion as men. this is im- 
portant for us, this is an accom- 
plishment," Jabbar said. 

She said the psychological 
problems which she spoke to 
Saudi men and women about 


were the same as in the West. 

But the symptoms were 
sometimes different. Unhappy 
people, especially less edu- 
cated ones, were often more 
likely to experience their prob- 
lem as a physical ache or pain 
which could not be treated by 
inedkme, she said. 

Suicide was rare because h 
was against But Saudi 

women who lacked control 
over their lives were more pro- 
ne to depression than Western 
women. Jabber said. 

“The woman's role in this 
country is very much related to 
depression — the way she is 
looked at, the segregation, the 
legal system, lack of freedom 
of movement, choice," she 
said. 


“If she has support from her 
family they can help but if they 
are against her there are prob- 
lems which we as psychologists 
can’t do much about” 
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Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Stanesani pharmacy 637660 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rcscnc 630341 

Civil Defence Emerge n cy 199 

Rescue Police 192, 6ZI 1 11. 637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank TJS121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Patbc Scamry pqMrtmeM 630321 

Hotel Complaints (05800 

Price Complamis 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints... 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

T elephone information 

(directory assistance) 121 


Overseas Cab 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 6Z3I01 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Ooeen Alia Inti. Airport. 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 


AI-Badilr.J. AshraSeh 775111/26 

Army. Marita 891611/15 

Ouecii Alia Hospital 602240150 

Anud Hospital 674IS5 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 
Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

nunih 

Princess Banna Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

tboAINafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)3141 IT 


Singapore. Baagfcocfc (RJ) 

H* 3 * Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

HfeSS Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

11:1® Aqaba (RJ) 

17:00 Montreal. New York (RJ) 

.I*** Cano. Aqaba (RJ) 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 


12J® ■ — Moscow (SU) 

Beirut (ME) 


Beirut (ME) 

Khartoum (SP) 
. Bucharest (RO) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1) 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813132 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amo... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity. J. Amo.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity A42362 

Malhas.J. Amman 63614(1 

Palestine, Sbracsmi 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Ho^iilal 845845 

AI-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahb. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. AJ-Mobajiecn 777101/3 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN AUA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

The information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Aha International 
Airport Tel. (08)53200-5. where it 
should a l wa y s be verified. 


ll^ Istanbul, Belgrade (RJ) 

Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 

Rome. Madrid (RJ) 

,3:W Paris. London (RJ) 

i 3 -* 8 Aqaba. Cairo (RJ) 

2=?? — Jeddah (RJ) 

4ml5 Damascus. Lartuka (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


i® 5 ®® Moscow (SU) 

- Khartoum (SP) 

-,: * 5 Bucharest (RO) 


Vpper/lower price in Gh per kg. 

Apple 550 / 500 

— 540/480 

Banana (Mukammar) 450 / 400 

■ 540 / 480 

Broad beam 400 / 350 

?W»8e — 140/100 

Cau t Hflpwc r 250 / 200 

Cucumbers (large) 180/120 

Cucumbers (small) 420 / 380 

Dates 1000/900 

E88Ptant 260/220 

400 / 350 

Grape fruit 250/ 200 

Lemon 280 / 230 

Lettuce (per one) 120/ 7Q 

Manow(huge) 120/ 80 

Marrow (small) 240 / 180 

Onion (dry) .. 160/120 

Onion (green) 170/120 

O™ 1 ®: - 250 / 200 

220/160 

£ e PP»<»eci) 200/160 

PWnta 250 / 200 

OatSA 150/100 

f 8 *". - 450/350 

Spww* 140/100 

Tomatoes 380 ( 320 
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Summer water programme announced 


AMMAN (Petra) — Water 
Authority of Jordan (WAJ) 
Monday called on citizens to 
ration water consumption % 
to the growing needs for water 
and the inability of the present 
water sources to meet the in- 
creasing demands. 

Addressing a press confer- 
ence, WAJ Secretary General 
Mu’taz Bilbeisi said there was 
a continuous increase in the 
consumption of water noting 
that the average consumption 
of water, per annum, by every 
individual ranges between 150 
and 350 cubic metres. 

He pointed out that the au- 
thority was making every 
possible effort to find new wa- 
ter sources, adding lhat ration- 
al consumption was still neces- 
sary. 

.He presented WATs plan to 
P*nnp water to various areas in 


Area 

Westerm Amman 

Shroeisani, 4th circle, 5th circle 
Professional Associations Com- 
plex, Arab College area. Birds 
Garden, Hussein Sport City, 
Tabarbour, Prince Hassan, AJ 
Rashid and AJ Hussein housing 
estates. 

The Silver Jubilee Circle, Gar- 
dens, Tlaa A) All. Urn Uthaina, 
AJ Rabieb, Khalda. Una Sum- 
maq, AI Bus tan, Abu Qoura 
farm area, Mecca Street, Prince 
Rasbed housing estate, AJ Jan- 
dawil area. 

Sweifieh. Abdouo and Public 
Security estate 

Central Amman 

Nuzha, Qusour, Hussein camp 

Jabal Hussein 

Eastern Amman 

KJialaiieh quarter. Alia quarter. 
Aha eastern quarter. Horse Race 
Club, old Royal stables, Ai Nasr 
mount and camp, Hamlan quar- 
ter 

AJ Htzam Road, Sa/hieh, Harsha 
South Amman 

Java, Khreibet A) Souq, Salem 
and Nafe' villages, Juwaideh, 
Yadouda, AI Laban, Tneib, the 
pharmacists' housing estate, AI 
Tzybeh, A I Ulfcoctoueh, Shoot- 
ing dub. Finance and AgncnJ- 
tnre personiic^'linuring estate. 
Customs housing estate, Ua AI 
Hiran, Grain sDos. Haj Hassan 
estate. AI Zuhour 

Urn Qabalain. central Marj AI 
Hammam, TV personnel hous- 
ing estate. Ba dr housing estae, 
Umeisb, radio transmission area. 
Natural Resources Authority 
housing estate, Naour, Sahab, 
Ru;m Ai Shami, Urban De- 
velopment Department housing 
estate. Land and Survey Depart- 
ment housing estate. 

Alia Housing estate, the Ministry 
of Education bousing estate, 
Nuweiran housing estate, l/m 
Abbara. AI Uwieueh, AI Taba- 
qa, AI Hayyat, AI Boayyat, Marj 
AI Hamman, AI Ruqeim, 
Khashafier AJ Sbawabkeh, 
Ooweismeh. Abu Al anda , Public 
Security bousing estate. 


accordance with a schedule 
aimed at ensuring a fair dis- 
tribution to each of the 460,000 
subscribers to the water net- 
work. 

The new water distribution 
programme specifies a special 
tariff for the use of water bas- 
ing it on an average of 20 to 40 
cubic metres of water per indi- 
vidual. 

However, if the consump- 
tion exceeds this limit, a prog- 
ressively increased tariff will be 
enforced. 

He requested citizens to 
arrange for having extra water 
tanks, sufficient to meet their 
needs during summer. 

He said that there was a 
shortage of 35 million cubic 
metres of water caused by a 
population increase and the 
arrival of a large number of 
Jordanians working abroad. 


Pumping tune 


From 7.00 a.m. Saturday until 

7.00 a.m. Monday and from 7.00 
a.m. Wednesday until 7.00 p.m. 
Thursday. 


From 7.00 a.m. Monday till 7.00 
a.m. Wednesday -and from 7.00 
p.m. Thursday till 7.00 p.m. 
Saturday. 


Satuday, Sunday, Wednesday 
and Thursday 


Monday, Tuesday, Friday 
Saturday and Wednesday 


Sunday, Thursday 


Monday, Tuesday, Friday 


Tuesday, Friday 


From 2:00 p.m. Saturday until 
Sunday morning and from 
■ Wednesday noon until Thursday 
morning 


The pumping rate in 1990 
was 175 million cubic metres, 
compared to 172 million in 
1989, be noted. 

He pointed out that the 
Ministry of Water and Irriga- 
tion had drilled new water 
wells and increased the quanti- 
ty of pumped water by about 

1,000 cubic metres per hour. 

On sources of water in' Jor- 
dan, Mr. Bilbeisi said Jordan 
relied on ground and surface 
well. He said ground wells 
provided 94 per cent of the 
water available for consump- 
tiou while surface water 
sources provide only six per 
cent. 

Asked about the possibility 
of setting up earth dams to 
utilise rain water, Mr. Bilbeisi 
said the authority had allo- 
cated JD 1 million to this year's 


AJ Hatmieh 

At Manshieh, Maghaycr AI 
Mutuuma, AI Buwaidah. AJ Nu- 
qeirah. AJ Zmeilat 
AI Muwaqqar 
Al Faisalieh 

AJ Dbetibet and Urn Bucmah 

Khshafiat At, Dabaybch (Al 
Bkour and Abdaliaih) 

Hay Al Salem 

May Al Faraj and Al Beida 
village 

North Amman 

SbaCa Badran villages 


Abu Nuseir bousing estate 


Wadi Seer area 


Al Sahf, Al Rawnaq and Al 
Bayader 


budget to dig holes and set up 
small earth dams where water 
can be' stored and utilised for 
livestock and fodder. 

Replying to a question about 
complaints raised by citizens 
about water meters, Mr. Bil- 
beisi said the WAJ used meters 
conforming with international 
specifications and standards, 
adding that the authority was 
in the process of replacing 
■ 200,000 meters. 

Asked about the accuracy of 
reports saying that tap water 
was not pure, he said tbai the 
authority was keen on keeping 
water clean and pure at all 
times, and called on citizens to 
make sure that water installa- 
tions in their houses are tit and 
their water tanks are clean. 

Following is the water dis- 
tribution schedule as 
announced by WAJ: 


Sunday 

Monday 


Badr villages 


Swdleb areas 


King Hussein and King Abdullah 
streets, Safom and Kamalieh 

Hnmmar bousing estate, Ta'am- 
reh quarter Urn Sultani Al Salt 

Princess Hay* estate, Smeirat and. 
•Awayshch estates 


Sunday, Mood., and Thursday S * elteh - “" n ‘ 


Tuesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday and Tuesday 
Sunday and Wednesday 
Monday and Thursday 


From 7.00 a.m. Saturday until 

7.00 a.m. Monday and from 7.00 
a.m. Wednesday until 7.00 p.m. 
Thursday. 

From 7.00 &.iu. Monday until 

7.00 a.m. Wednesday and from 

7.00 p.m. Thursday until 7.00 
p.m. Saturday 


From 7.00 p.m. Saturday until 

7.00 a.m. Wednesday and from 

7.00 p.m. Tuesday until 7.00 
p.m. Wednesday. 

From 7.00 Monday till 7.00 p.m. 
Tuesday and from 7.00 p.m. 
Tuesday until 7.00 p.m. Wednes- 
day 

From 7.00 a.m. Friday until 7.00 
p.m. Saturday 

Monday and Thursday 

Tuesday and Friday 

Saturday and Wednesday 

Sunday and Thursday 

Tuesday and Friday 


Tuesday and Wednesday till 2.00 
p.m. and from Friday until 2:00 
p.m. Saturday 


Madaba district 

Madaba town -(eastern and 
northern quarters) 

Al Azaideb bousing estate and 
Madaha tramp 

The bousing estate and the west- 
ern quarter 

I • ! 

Amman National Park, Rawda 
and Jabal Bam Hanndeb 


From 7.00 a.m. Friday until 7.00 
a.m. Monday 

From 7.00 a.m. Tuesday until 

7.00 p.m. Thursday 

Sunday and Wednesday 


Thursday and 'Friday 


Arab-American Doctors Organisation sends aid to Iraq 

Abu Qoura receives delegation 


AMMAN (J.T.) -- Jordan 
National Red Crescent Society 
(JNRCS) President Ahmad Abu . 
Qoura, who is also chairman of 
die Permanent Committee of the 
International Red Cross and Red 
Ciwlcent, Monday received a do- r 
legation representing the Arab- 
American Doctors Organisation 
which is currently visiting Jordan. 

Dr. Abu Qoura reviewed with 
the delegation the humanitarian 
role carried out by JNRCS to 
secure assistance to the Iraqis and 
to alleviate their suffering. 

- ‘The Jordan Red Crescent 
Society has established, since the 
outbreak -of the U.S.-Atlantic- 
Ziomst aggression on Iraq, a 
humanit arian bridge through the 
land road linking Jordan to Iraq' 
to help the Iraqi Red Crescent 
Society and provide it with homa- 
mtaiian assistance, such as food 
supplies, baby milk, medicine 
and medical supplies,” Dr*' Abu 
Qoura said. 

The JNRCS also carried out a 
major relief operation on the- 
Jordanian- Iraqi border in 
makeshift camps established to 
provide shelter -and social and 
health care services to more than 
half . a million people who Bed 
Iraq., and 'Kuwait since Iraq’s! 
takeover of Kuwait on Aug : 2 * 
.1990, Dr. Abu Qoura told the 
delegation. . 

He affirmed that the society 
was..- keen oh shouldering its, 
humanitarian responsibility in its 
endeavours to achieve the objec- 
tives of the international huma- 
naarian movement. 


He said the. society, in coopera- 
tion with the Leagueof the Inter- 
national Red- Cross and .Red 
Crescent Societies managed to 
cany out tins humanitarian mis- 
sion successfully. 

Dr. Abu Qoura lauded the 
efforts of the Arab-American 
Doctors Organisation to send 
humanitarian aid to the Iraqis 
with the aim of alleviating their 
soSbring. 

The head of the visiting delega- 


tion, Dr. Irfan Al Ham, thanked 
the Jordanian society for the role 
if earned out since toe start of toe 
Gulf crisis. • 

l 

: He said the' Arab-American 
Doctors Organisation would be 
providing aid to toe Middle Hast 
region through toe establishment 
of a project winch aims to helping 
tire children of Jordan, the occu- 
pied Arab territories and Iraq. 
He said the delegation, which 


consists of 12 doctors, will head 
for Iraq Tuesday to deliver a 
shipment of relief supplies which 
the organisation’s Emergency 
Cocnmitttee decided to send in its 
April 10 meeting. 

The shipment includes 550,000 
worth of baby milk as well as 
medicine worth $50,000, accord- 
ing to Dr. Al Hani. 

The organisation includes 
1,200 working members and 

3,000 supporting members. 


Governorates mark Traffic Day 


AMMAN (Petra) — Zarqa Gov- 
ernor Mohammad Hussein Sbo- 
baki Monday attended the 
celebration held here to mark the 
World Traffic Day and the Arab 
Traffic Week. 

Addressing the celebration. 
President of toe Jordanian Socie- 
ty for the Prevention of Road 
Accidents Jazi Al MajaH stressed 
Che importance of adhering to 
instructions and traffic signs in- 
order to put an end to the afann-. 
jug n um ber of car accidents in 
Jordan. 

He said that Jordan was one of 
the countries with the greatest 
number of car accidents and cal- 
led for directing special attention 
to toe roads and for punishing 
violators of the rales and regular 

dons. • ■ 

He also called for the forma-* 
tion of a standing committee to 
follow up on traffic issues, study 
toe causes of road accidents and 


recommed solutions. 

Other speakers at toe celebra- 
tion stressed the need for cost- 
effective driving in order to save 
energy. 

• At the end of the celebration 
Mr. Shobaki handed over prizes 
and awards to several drivers, 
who have been driving for a long 
time, withou t violating traffic reg- 
ulations or causing : accidents. 

• He also presented prizes to a 
number of boy scouts, a govern- 
ment driver and a driver working 
for the Crril Defence Depart-, 
ipent. 

' Mr. Sbobalri also' awarded the 
Traffic Department Cup to Zarqa 
Municipality, 

The celebration was attended 
by a number of deputies. Upper 
House members, heads of depart- 
ments from Zarqa Govemoraie. 
j A number of boy scouts and- 
girl guides ' Monday assisted in 
organising traffic in Zarqa streets 


and provided assistance to people 
a ad traffic police. 

■On the other hand, cars car- 
rying placards calling for careful 
and cost-effective driving toured 
the streets of the city. 

On the occasion, the governor 
Of Zarqa opened a special centre 
for training children on traffic 
lights and signs, set up in the 
Fnnce Mohammad Garden of 
Zarqa Municipality. 

He also opened an exhibition 
op means of preventing road acci- 
dents, held at Prince Hassan 
School in toe city. 

A similar celebration was held 
in. Irbid to mark the occasion. 
Speakera at the celebration stres- 
sed toe need to abide by traffic 
regulations and instructions to 
avert tragic road accidents, and 
called for launching traffic educa- 
tion programmes in the goverao- 
rate schools. 


Her Majesty Queen Noor, accompanied by Her 
Royal Highness Princess A is ha, Thursday inaugu- 


rates a Jordanian antiquities and folk art exhibition 
in Liverpool 


Queen inaugurates exhibition 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor accompanied by His 
Royal Highness toe Duke of 
Gloucester, Thursday inaugu- 
rated toe “Jordan — Treasures 
from an Ancient Land" exhibi- 
tion at the National Museums and 
Galleries on Merseyside 
(NMGM) in Liverpool, Britain, 
and expressed the hope of in- 
creased Jordanian-Bricisb cultu- 
ral exchange and cooperation. 

This major exhibition, which 
will be on display for six months 
(and is expected to attract some 

150,000 visitors), represents the 
best collection of Jordanian anti- 
quities and folk art. assembled 
for international display and in- 
cludes sculptures, pottery, tools, 
metals, glass, jewelry, mosaics 
and writings as well as costumes 
from the Widad Kawar collec- 
tion. 

Welcoming Her Majesty were 
the mayor of Liverpool, the lord 
lieutenant of Merseyside,- the 
high sherif of Merseyside, chair- 
man of the board of trustees of 
NMGM, Sir Leslie Young, Mr. 
Robert Pany and other high offi- 
cials. 

In her inaugural remarks. 
Queen Noor expressed her plea- 
sure at this Jordanian-British col- 
laborative effort and underlined 
the importance of bolding the 
exhibition in Liverpool following 
the tense international environ- 
ment of toe past nine months. 

The Queen emphasised that 
sneb opportunities to ’ learn 
through interaction “can only 
strengthen the conceptual bonds 
which bind us in a single universal 
quest for human development, 
national dignity and international 
harmony" and “ increased aware- 
ness of historical realities, deepen 
national understanding, enhance 
mutual respect, and stimulate a 
desire among people of both 
countries to exchange visits and 
get to know one another better." 

Referring to the artifacts on 
display, toe Queen said that they 
expressed the universal theme 
that “ beyond physical survival, 
we all seek personal dignity,. com- 
munity honour, cultural express- 
ion and national identity. These 
sentiments are shared by all hu- 
man beings. But they are best 


Job-seekers 
warned 
against 
fake offers ; 

AMMAN (Petra) — Ministry of 
Labour teams Sunday discovered 
several offices announcing fake 
job-opportunities in a bid to 
allure job-seekers to pay them 
money for getting jobs. 

■ Commenting on these findings. 
Labour Minister Abdul Karim AI 
Dugbmi said toe ministry had 
taken all toe legal steps against 
these <offioes and regained toe* 
amounts paid to these offices by 
jobseekers. ■ 

Article 13 of the Labour Law 
under rto condition allowg the 
opening of such offices, Mr. 
Dughmi said. He added that toe 
ministry would take the necessary 
measures against any such 
offices, including their referral to 
the public prosecutor on charge 
of fraud. . 

He stressed that toe recruit- 
ment of job-seekers and receipt 
of applications for job opportuni- 
ties are the responsibility of the 
ministry’s Recruitment Depart- 
ment, and called on job-seekers 
not to deal with any such offices 
at all. 

In toe meantime, the ministry's 
recruitment committee . Srinday 
held a meeting under the chair- 
manship of Mr. Dughmi and 
approved the renewal of 220 
work permits for non-Jordanian 
workers. A spokesman, for the 
committee said that the! permits 
were issued for people’ in jobs 
that no Jordanians could ' per- 
form. 


expressed by societies that are 
innovative, creative and produc- 
tive because they enjoy justice, 
peace, security and stability." 

Queen Noor thanked the trus- 
tees and directors of the National 
Museums and Galleries on 
Merseyside for hosting this ex- 
hibition, and expressed her 
appreciation to the officials and 
staff of the Jordanian Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities for their 
contribution to the success of the 
exhibition. 

Attending the Liverpool ex- 
hibition — which has already 
travelled to Paris. Cologne, 
Schaliburge, Munich. Tokyo and 
Singapore — were Her Royal 
Highness Princess Aisha. Ambas- 
sador and Mrs. Albert Butros and 
Secretary General of the Ministry 
of Tourism and Antiquities Nasri 


Attalah. 

During discussions at a Lun- 
cheon in the Queen’s honour, 
hosted at the Walker Art Gallery 
by British minister for Overseas 
Development, and Member of 
Parliament for Wallasey the 
Right Honorable Mrs. Lynda 
Chaiker, Queen Noor empha- 
sised the importance of further 
cooperation between Jordan and 
the United Kingdom. 

In her remarks, Mrs. Chaiker. 
who had visited Jordan during the 
Guff crisis, expressed her delight 
at seeing Queen Noor again and 
considered the Jordanian anti- 
quities exhibition to be a further 
step in strengthening the historic- 
al ties of friendship and coopera- 
tion which have characterised the 
relations between the two coun- 
tries since the turn ofthe century. 


Libyan 

delegation, 

deputies 

discuss 

regional 

issues 


AMMAN (Petra).— A Libyan 
delegation, currently on a visit to 
Jordan, Monday met with mem- 
bers of the Lower House of Par- 
liament and exchanged views on 
the latest developments in the 
region and issues pertaining to 
enhancing Arab solidarity. 

At a meeting with members of 
toe independent Islamic Bloc at 
the Lower House, the two sides 
stressed toe need for holding 
Arab parliamentary meetings to 
discuss the dangers facing foe 
entire Arab Nation and coordin- 
ate efforts and political stands in 
international meetings and fora. 

In another meeting with mem- 
bers of the National Bloc at the 
House, the deputies lauded Jor- 
dan's democratic experience and 
stressed foe importance of en- 
hancing inter-Arab relations and 
coordinating Arab efforts ro 
“fend off dangers and foil 
attempts designed to divide foe 
whole Arab Nation and weaken . 
it.” 

They pinpointed the imperialist 
plans and attempts to Impose 
hegemony on the Arab Nation, 
and called on the Arabs to live up 
to their responsibility in counter- 
ing the dangers facing them. 

Head of the delegation, Musta- 
fa AI Zaidi, praised Jordan's 
positions vis-a-vis Arab and Isla- 
mic issues, and said Jordan shoul- 
dered a great responsibility in 
countering foe Israeli aggression 
- and the inhuman Israeli practices 
against the Palestinian people. 
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Realism, to begin with 

AT a time when the six Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
states are holding “intensive contacts” with Iranian leaders 
to involve Iran in regional security arrangements and 
sending one signal to Tehran after the other that the six 
regard Iran as a friend and neighbour, they are still refusing 
to turn a new page with the rest of their Arab brothers. 
Witness the communique the GCC foreign ministers issued 
at the end of their one-day meeting m Kuwait on Sunday 
calling for the continuation of sanctions against Iraq. This 
came about in spite of Baghdad's repeated declaration of 
acceptance to abide by all the U.N. Security Council 
resolutions, most prominent amongst which is SCR 660 
which calls for negotiations between Iraq and Kuwait to 
settle their border and other disputes. 

There is nothing wrong in incorporating Iran into the 
Gulf regional security schemes. On the contrary it is 
necessary and logical. Bnt what is inherently wrong in the 
GCC’s latest approach is to exclude Iraq from such 
anticipated arrangements as if that country no longer exists 
on the map of the region. Iraq was. is and will always be an 
important Arab country and a regional power to reckon 
with. Granted it is a defeated state bnt that cannot change 
the overall picture that it is an important state both 
economically and politically, inhabited by Arab people 
whose continuous role in Arab affairs can never be exduded 
for all times. Rather th«n continue to ostracise Iraq and its 
people and make security plans for the future without taking 
the Iraqi factor into consideration, it would be much wiser 
and infinitely more farsighted to attempt now to reintegrate 
Iraq into the regional political and ecbnomic Infrastructures 
as soon as possible. Needless to say, a permanent weak Iraq 
would and could invite regional disorder in the long run. 

An unstable Iraq forced to submit to humiliating surren- 
der conditions would logically lead to the rise of another 
regional power not only to fill the vacuum created but also to 
threaten to keep die whole area under its hegemony. No 
doubt the principal beneficiary from the continued isolation 
of Iraq would be lrau^wbose might and clout In the Gulf is 
bound to increase In proportion to the decrease In the 
influence and power of the Arab side of the broad Gulf 
equation. 

It is high time therefore that the Arab world took a fresh 
look at the post Gulf war situation. It is also an opportune 
moment to heal wounds and start a new era In Arab history. 
The lessons of Kuwait’s invasion and its occupation by Iraq 
cannot but influence ail quarters in the Arab homeland for a 
long time to come. Bnt these lessons need to be learned in a 
positive manner. In few years, if not months, Iraq’s 
relations with its Arab neighbours will surely go back to 
normal. Is it not much better to reconstruct Gulf regional 
relations on that basis rather on the proposition that Iraq 
would forever remain at odds with these six Arab Gulf 
states? The Important lessons of World War I most not be 
allowed to escape our attention. Surely it must have dawned 
on the Gulf states that defeated Germany rose from ashes 
again to threaten Europe, principally because it was 
humiliated and made to submit to short-sighted surrender 
terms. We think it is high time to begin the cultivation of 
affirmative and positive relations with Iraq and the rest of 
the Arab world anew and to make sure that the projected 
security arrangements in the Gulf region are made on 
realistic and healthy basis. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

It won't be long before the Arabs realise that their desire to reach 
a just and durable settlement is not reciprocated by the western 
countries, and that the special relationship between the hostile 
western camp and the Zionists does not permit the Arabs to enjoy 
the aspired peace nor does it allow for the implementation of the 
international legitimacy in the middle east question, said AJ Ra’i 
Arabic daily Monday. The paper said despite the promises made 
by the United States, the Arabs should realise that the U.S. 
administration is drawing away step by step from a commitment 
to implement U.N. Security Council resolutions 242 and 338. 
While the Arabs are showing their genuine desire for a compre- 
hensive peace and continue to pursue their moves on the 
international level to achieve that goal and to have the interna- 
tional legitimacy implemented, the Zionists are not deterred by 
any power on earth in their continued rejection of the U.N. 
resolutions and in pursuing their terrorist and repressive policies 
against the Palestinians, the paper noted. It said that the Zionists 
are backed not only by the U.S. diplomatic clout, but also by the 
American taxpayers money with which they are building settle- 
ments on Arab land. We realise that only the United States can 
force Israel to give up Arab land in Lebanon. Syria and Palestine, 
lands it has been occupying for years, but Washington is 
regretably doing nothing in this regard said the paper. It said that 
the United Stales can prove its credibility by forcing Israel to 
Succumb to the international community's will and implement its 
resolutions. 

Many believe that the Jordanians people's support for Iraq was 
motivated by mere sentiments which would sooner or later cool 
down but this cannot be further from the truth, says a columnist in 
A1 Rai’ daily. Fahd A1 Fanek notes that Jordan's economic and 
security interests are linked to those of Iraq, and this state of 
affairs was enhanced during the two Gulf wars when Jordan 
emerged as Iraq's strategic depth and its outlet to the outside 
world. The writer says that the Jordanian and Iraqi economics 
became inter-related and integrated in such a way that it would be 
disastrous for Jordan to try to extricate itself from such situation. 
The future offers the same concept to such relations, and the port 
of Aqaba is expected to be become the main import-export outlet 
for Iraq which will not resume its activities through Turkey or the 
United Arab Emirates, the writer points out. For this reason, he 
says, concerned authorities in Jordan should give due attention to 
expanding the port, laying of the Aqaba-Amman-Baghdad rail 
and the Xarkouk-Zarqa-Red Sea oil pipeline. 


By Israel Shahak 

FOR the Palestinians of the occu- 
pied territories employment in 
Israel is vital. For over the last 23 
years the policies of the Israeli 
occupation regime have been 
aimed at destroying the economy 
of the territories and at arresting 
all economic development there. 

Thus, for example, the de- 
velopment of Palestinian agricul- 
ture has been effectively pre- 
vented by the policies of land 
confiscation and water allocation. 
In the West Bank 55-60 per cent 
of land has been confiscated in 
the much more densely populated 
Gaza Strip 40 per cent. The con- 
fiscated land is then reallocated 
for the exclusive use of Israelis. 
Regulations concerning the use of 
water in agriculture are no less 
blatantly racist. The Palestinians 
are allowed to use only as much 
water as they used in September 
1967. and no more. Due to this 
prohibition, the 70-80,000 Israeli 
settlers of the West Bank were 
already in 1988 allocated more 
water than the 800.000 Palesti- 
nians of the same area. 

The situation in industry and 
services is no different. A Palesti- 
nian who wants to set up a 
business of whatever kind in the 
territories needs a permit from 
the Israeli authorities, whose 
openly avowed policy is to pre- 
vent any competition with Israeli 
g- ods or services. Thus, for ex- 
ample, Palestinians are prohi- 
bited from purchasing milk cows, 
and must buy milk and dairy 
products from (he Israelis. Need- 
less to say, the territories' popula- 
tion has been steadily increasing 
throughout all the time such res- 
trictions have been in force. 

Before 1991 

The summary result of such 
restrictions is clear. They leave 
the Palestinian inhabitants of the 
occupied territories with only 
three options: to take employ- 


ment inside Israel (or on the 
Israeli settlements): to emigrate; 
to acquiesce to a steady decline in 
their standard of living and to 
abandon all hope of its improve- 
_ ment. 

As a result of the best efforts of 
the Israeli authorities, therefore, 
a vast number of Palestinians 
from the occupied territories 
were, by the end of 1990. earning 
their livelihood by working inside 
Israel. The exact number is un- 
known. even to the Israeli au- 
thorities. because the bulk of that 
workforce consisted of the “un- 
authorised workers." namely 
those who entered Israel and 
found employment and job 
opportunities by their own de- 
vices. 

Formally this is illegal for both 
sides. According tu the law. the 
occupied Palestinians are permit- 
ted to take employment inside 
Israel only via the Labour Office 
of the Israeli Civil Administra- 
tion. every' aspect of whose work 
is controlled by Shahak, the 
domestic intelligence organisa- 
tion. otherwise known as Shin 
Bet. In reality, only about 50.000 
chose, or were forced, to secure 
work permits in this way. As a 
rule. Israeli employers preferred 
to pay no raxes or social benefits 
for their “undocumented’* work- 
ers. thus reaping profits while 
leaving no way for the data about 

them to enter official statistics. 

A few of those employers were 
Palestinians, but the overwhelm- 
ing majority were Israelis. The 
most conservative estimates, as of 
October 1990. of the numbers of 
Palestinian workers from the ter- 
ritories employed inside Israel 
were between IZU.tiUO. during 
limes of low demand, and 
15U.00U when demand for agri- 
cultural labour was at its highest. 
Taking into account the great 
amounts of child lub>v>. -rives a 
much higher estimate: between 
1 80.000 and 250.000. depending 


on the season. This workforce 
was concentrated in all kinds of 
poorly paid jobs, to the point of 
becoming predominant in three 
sectors of the economy: construc- 
tion. unskilled agricultural work 
and the most menial and poorly 
paid municipal services, such as 
refuse disposal. 

Behind the change of policy 

Three factors of recent date 
have changed the policy of the 
Israeli authorities towards the 
employment of Palestinian work- 
ers from the territories: 

1. The massive influx of Jews 
from the L1SSR and the need to 
provide them with employment 
under the recessive conditions of 
the Israeli economy. But in the 
three above-mentioned sectors 
the attempt to replace the Palestini- 
ans with new immigrants has failed, 
and Palestinians still remain 
essential for the Israeli economy. 
On the other hand, the Soviet 
Jews are rapidly displacing the 
Palestinians from industrial jobs, 
no matter how menial. 

2. The wave of random srab- 
bings (largely initiated by Hamas) 
and other forms of violence 
against Israelis which began in 
November 1990. It has generated 
strong public pressure to bar the 
entry of Palestinians from the 
territories. 

3. The popular support of the 
Palestinians in the territories for 
Saddam Hussein, exacerbated by 
their overt and ostentatious re- 
joicing when Iraqi missiles hit 
Israeli cities. 

Considerations 1 and 2. 
together with the desire to sup- 
press or at least paralyse the 
intifada, stood behind the deci- 
sion of the Israeli authorities to 
impose a total curfew throughout 
the territories on Jan. 16. This 
made it impossible for the Palesti- 
nian workers to enter Israel. To- 
wards the end of the Gulf war. 
however, the policy changed. 


The end of “unauthorised 
labour’ 

The new policy, first formu- 
lated in the autumn of 1990 by the 
minister in charge of Arab affairs. 
David Magen, aims at the com- 
plete elimination of “unautho- 
rised" Palestinian labour. The 
number of workers to be permit- 
ted to enter Israel and be em- 
ployed there is subject to varying 
media estimates, and is probably 
not yet finally determined. It 
depends on the resolution of two 
debates currently going on within 
the Israeli establishment. First, 
Shabak and the other Israeli au- 
thorities in the _ territories are 
reportedly pressing for a higher 
number of permits, so as to in- 
crease the proportion of Palesti- 
nians totally dependent on them; 
while on the other hand, some 
politicians want to keep the num- 
ber of permits to the minimum. 
The second debate concerns the 
aim of importation of labourers 
from abroad. Some want them to 
replace Palestinian labourers 
while others are apprehensive 
that this might be detrimental to 
Israeli workers. Still, the esti- 
mates of the number of permits to 
be issued are between 30,000 and 
50,000. This is far lower than the 
number of workers employed in 
Israel before Jan. 16. 

It does not follow that all per- 
mit holders will have to first apply 
to the Labour Office. The pre- 
mises of the new policy were best 
described by Tzvi Gilat in* 
Hadashot on Feb. 26. 

“As the inhabitants of the terri- 
tories come back to work in 
Israel, only those with employ- 
ment permits will be allowed in. 
Such permits can be obtained 
only upon submitting either a 
promise of employment from the 
prospective Israeli employer, or 
an approval by a local rats l head- 
man) who enters the applicant's 
name in the files of the Labour 
Office. Israeli -Palestinian rela- 


tions have been anyway badly 
damaged by the protracted cur- 
few and by large scale dismissal of 
Arabs, without any compensation 
only in order to employ the im- 
migrants in their place. Now, new 
conditions have been created 
which will encourage corruption 
on the part of both the Israeli 
employers and the raises on a 
large scale. Any businessman in 
an Israeli town will now have 
“his Arabs" holding employment 
permits and therefore free to. 
move around Israel- The em- 
ployer may grant or deny these 
privileges depending on his 
whim. As for the raises, who are 
not particularly reputed for hon- 
esty anyway, they will now find 
themselves at the mercy of the 
authorities, while “their Arabs" 
will now depend on their mercy 
more than ever. Who knows what 
kind of “inducements" may now 
pass from the workers to their 
mis. and from the latter to the 
pockets of Civil Administration 
officials. The Civil Administra- 
tion has gained a lot of power. Its 
bureaucracy is now sure to ex- 
pand. and its grip over the 
population is sure to be tight- 
ened, as everything becomes de- 
pendent on it." 

The role of the rais 

Most of these raises received 
weapons from the Israeli author- 
ities long before the intifada and 
have kept them throughout. As a 
rule, they receive the salaries for 
the workers under their charge en 
bloc, from which they deduct 
commissions for themselves. In 
the Gaza Strip such commissions 
amount to 30 per cent for male 
workers, and 50 per cent for 
women and children; in the West 
Bank, where there are fewer 
raises, their commissions tend to 
be lower. They tend to treat their 
workers brutally, sometimes 
beating them in public. But they 
receive strong support from the 


community eiders and- other ti*. . 
djtional Hamnia leaders in the 
Jess developed segments of 
Palestinian society. 

In exchange, the raises promise - 
them to maintain discipline 
among “their” workers and to 
guard “the modesty. of women." 
They tend to be on good terms 
with the PLO bureaucracy, which 
not only rarely criticises themy 
itself, but even prevents ordinary - 
Palestinians from doing so. They 
generally have a working rela- 
tionship with the intifada lead- 
ership and the different under- 
ground groups; to the extent that 
of all the Palestinians armed by 
the Israeli authorities only the 
raises have been assaulted or 
even censured, either for their 
relations with the Israeli author- 
ities, or for violating the formal 
injunctions of the intifada, or 
even for their major role in builder 
ing Israeli settlements. Although 
one of the most corrupt segments 
of Palestinian society, raises con- 
tinue to enjoy respect and power 
.in the community now perhaps 
more than ever. 

The main aim of Israel’s new 
policy is to increase the de- 
pendency of the Palestinian 
workers on the Shabak acting 
through Israeli employers and 
Palestinian raises. After all, in 
the Gaza Strip, the workers oonv> 
stitute the majority of male 
adults, while in the West Bank 
they are the next largest group 
after peasant farmers. Thus, by 
controlling the workers, the 
Israeli government hopes to con- 
trol the territories in perma- 
nence, without their formal 
annexation. 

Dr. Shabak, former professor ot 
biochemistry at the Hebrew Uni- 
versity. Jerusalem , beads the 
Israeli League for Civil and Hu- 
man Rights. The article is re- 
printed from the London-based ** 
Middle East International. 


Indian Communists 


By Bill Tarrant 
Reuter 

NEW DELHI — Communists 
may be in retreat elsewhere in the 
world but in India they still pro- 
fess Marxism and are striving for 
power in this month’s general 
election. 

A coalition of leftist parties led 
by the Communist Party of India- 
Marxist (CPI-M) has forged an 
electoral alliance with former 
Prime Minister Vishwanath Pra- 
tap Singh's National Front. 

Communists, with 52 seats in 
the outgoing parliament of 545 
members, could hold the balance 
of power if no party emerges a 
clear winner after the election, 
which begins on May 20 and lasts 
over several days. 

They may even join the gov- 
ernment if Singh becomes the 
□ext prime minister, said Jyoti 
Basu, the CPI-M chairman and 
West Bengal’s chief minister for 
the past 14 years. 

Sources in the CPI-M said the 
party has not ruled out a part- 


nership with the Congress party 
either, if former Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi tries to form a 
government without an absolute 
majority. 

Basu, a 76-vear-old London- 
trained lawyer, has even been 
mentioned as a compromise 
prime minister himself during the 
political machinations of (he past 
16 months when two minority 
non-Congress governments rose 
and fell. 

“I suppose in desperation they 
thought of me. Very kind of 
them.” said Basu. the suave and 
pragmatic face of the radical left, 
in a recent interview in Calcutta. 

“What we are saying to the 
people is *yes. we call ourselves 
Communists,' but that is for the 
future." Basu said. 

■ 

“For now we can just bring 
about reforms and do much bet- 
ter in running the government, 
assure democracy, so it's not real- 
ly a socialist system.” he said. 

Still, the CPI-M’s election 
manifesto is filled with socialist 


shibboleths such as nationalising 
industries and blocking the “in- 
creasing penetration of the eco- 
nomy by multinationals." 

Prem Shankar Jha. Singh's 
press adviser, said the manifesto, 
was at odds with the National 
Front platform and a product of 
the party's “Stalinist mindset." 

“Communist parties (in other 
countries) are scrambling to drop 
the word communist from their 
names. But none of this has even 
scratched the surface of the CPI- 
M’s thinking.” Jha wrote recently 
in the Economic Times, a leading 
financial daily. 

Communist-led governments 
rule three Indian states — West 
Bengal and Tripura in the east 
and Kerala in the southwest. 
Kerala voted in the world’s first 
elected Communist administra- 
tion in 1957. 

West Bengal and Kerala are 
due to hold state assembly polls 
at the same time as India's gener- 
al election. Political analysts say 
Communists stand a good chance 
of remaining in power in the two 


Muslims seen 
shunning clergy’s 

advice in Indian polls 


By Jawed Naqvi 
Reuter 

NEW DELHI — The prayer- 
leader of India's most famous 
mosque urged the Muslim minor- 
ity on Friday to vote for secularist 
former Prime Minister Visb- 
w an ath Pra tap Singh in this 
month’s general election. 

But political analysts say reli- 
gious leaders like Delhi Imam 
Abdullah Bukhari, much-wooed 
by politicians ahead of polls, have 
lost their hold on India's 120 
milli on Muslims, who will make 
up their won minds cm how to 
keep Hindu nationalists ont of 
power. 

Bukhari told a news conference 
at his 17tfa century Jama Masjid 
(Friday mosque) that be found 
Singh’s Janata Dal to be “reliable 
and secular which makes it de- 
serving of Muslim support" in the 
May 20. 23 and 26 election. 

“I appeal to all Muslim 
brothers and people from the 
oppressed classes to vote for the 
Janata Dal and not allow their 
votes to be divided or go waste," 
Bukhari said. 

Singh lost power last Novem- 
ber after the Hindu Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) withdrew its 
crucial support from his minority 
government. 

The Muslim electorate is more 
important than ever this time as 
three major parties battle for the 
last few votes to get them ahead 
in India’s first-past-the-post sys- 


tem. 

Bnt Muslim analysts said 
Bukhari's appeal would merely 
divide the crucial minority vote as 
Muslims, fearing persecution 
under a resurgent Hindu 
nationalism, veered away from 
their clergy and sought to enter 
the country's secular mainstream. 

Analysts said Muslims would 
cast tactical votes to forestall the 
BJF’s maiden bid for power. 

Three-quarters of India’s 850 
million people are Hindu. At 
least 2,000 people have died in 
the past 18 months in Hindu- 
MusHm riots sparked by a BJP- 
backed campaign to lake over the 
site of a 16th-century mosque ra 
the northern holy town of 
Ayodhya. 

The BJP supports a campaign 
to replace the mosque with a 
temple to Hindu god-king Lord 
Rama, alleging that Muslim in- 
vaders razed a temple marking 
his birthplace to build the mos- 
que. 

BJP leaders deny they are anti- 
Muslim. saying they merely 
oppose any political pandering to 
Muslim fundamentalism. 

"What we are witnessing today 
is a churning process,” said BJP 
theoretician K.R. Malkani. "The 
secularisation of Indian Mulsim is 
under way,” he added. 

But Muslim voters in many 
towns have beard BJp supporters 
chanting slogans deriding them 
and accusing them of treachery. 

Syed Moazzam, publisher of 


the progressive Urdu journal Hu- 
joom. said Muslims would not 
listen to appeals like Bukhari’s . 

“It will be a tactical vote 
against communal forces (the 
BJP).” Moazzam said. “The days 
of our ghetto mentality are over. 
Indian Muslims are firmly with 
the secular mainstream." 

Sitaram Kesari, a veteran lead- 
er of former Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi's Congress Party, said 
Muslims gave a substantial vote 
to his party in inconclusive 1989 
polls despite claims that they 
deserted Congress and helped en- 
sure its defeat. 

“We expect even greater support 
this time,” Kesari said. “While we 
made some mistakes which 
offended the community, we ha- 
ven ’i lost our secular credentials. 
Muslims know this." 

Muslims hold Gandhi responsi- 
ble for stirring Hindu-Muslim 
tensions after his government 
allowed Hindus to perform 
prayers at the disputed site in 
Ayodhya, just before the 1989 
election. 

The criticism has not stopped 
Congress forging an electoral 
alliance this time in the southern 
state of Kerala with the locally 
influential Indian Union Mulsim 
League. 

In the populous northern state 
of Uttar Pradesh, where 
Ayodhya is sited. Muslims seem 
torn between loyalty to Singh and 
to Prime Minister Chandra 
Shekhar's tiny Samajwadi Janata 


pressing for power 


states. 

E.K. Nayanar, chief minister 
of the Communist-led state gov- 
ernment in Kerala, says Com- 
munist governments in East 
Europe fell because they tinkered 
with Marxist orthodoxy. 

“They massacred (former 
Romanian President Nicolae) 
Ceausesai, who fought for the 
country for the last 40 years. He 
was massacred,” an agitated 
Nayanar said in an interview in 
the Kerala state capital of Trivan- 
drum. 

Ceausescu and his wife were 
executed by an army firing squad 
in the December 1989 overthrow 


“This isn’t a Communist Gov- “Even if it's a distant society, 
emment," said A.K. Anthony, even if it comes after 50 or 70 
Congress Party chief in Kerala,..; years, the objective- of commun- 
“It compromises with anybody.” ism is in mind,” be said. 

“Communism is dying. They'll The party .is .‘gravely disco- 
keep the name, but their charac- Ranted’ with ..the Soviet Union, 
ter will change," Anthony said o£»insaid Govinda Ptllai, editor of th^ 
the CPI-M , his perennial poll CPI-M organ , Deshabhimam. 


rival. “In practical terms, they'll 
just become another social demo- 
cratic party.” 

But CPI-M officials insist that 
communism remains their ideal. 
“We watch and we draw our own 
lessons that we’ll discuss within 
our party so we don’t commit the 
same mistakes," said Basu. refer- 
ring to events in East Europe and 
the Soviet Union. 


“Some of our leaders thought 
that perestroika and glasnost 
were a mask for completely bet- 
raying the aims of the revolu- 
tion,” said PiUai, who was once 
censured by the party for writing 
in praise of Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s prescrip- 
tions for market-oriented econo- 
mic reforms and political open- 
ness. 


of his government. 

“Some wrong things have 
taken place. But people will cor- 
rect it later," Nayanar said. 
“Forces are at work... working 
class forces. Marxism is not 
wrong. Marxism is correct." 

Nayanar's critics say he does 
not practise what he preaches. 

“This isn’t a Communist gov- 
ernment,” said A.K. Anthony. 


Party (SJP). 

Singh lost power after he 
ordered the arrest of BJP leaders 
who were marching on the mos- 
que site. The BJP withdrew sup- 
port from Singh and Shekhar split 
Singh's party to take office. 

Muslims say Singh “sacrificed 
his chair" to protect their rights. 
But Singh's chief minister of Uttar 
Pradesh, Malayam Singh Yadav. 
is lionised by Muslims for defend- 
ing the mosque against a Hindu 
militant siege — and he went over 
to Shekhar. 

“Muslims look divided today,” 
said Jawed Habeeb of the Nation- 
al Minority Front, a Muslim 
youth lobby. “But they are 
breaking loose from the conven- 
tional moulds. That's a good 
sign.” 

Habeeb said Muslims were 
realising that involvement with 
emotional and religious issues 
was counter-productive. "We 
need to concentrate on our eco- 
nomic problems, our educational 
backwardness and social isolation 
a lot more,” be said. 

While he supported Singh, 
Habeeb said Muslims should con- 
sider backing its moderate lead- 
ers, such as Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
wbo is contesting in Lucknow 
where there is a substantial Mus- 
lim vote. 

“We have decided not to 
oppose Vajpayee. We fed we can 
talk to him. The BJP should draw ■ 
its own inferences from our 
stand,” Habeeb said. 




Jordan’s central role 
acknowledged 


Jordan would be a key interlocutor .and “without Jordan it won't 
happen.” 

These are rhe words of British Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd 
at the end of his visit to Jordan last week. 

Indeed, one would have hoped that such words were uttered — 
back in August, when His Majesty King Hussein pleaded with the 
West to show farsightedness and even handedness. Time and 
history have proven the King right. • 

The West has now admitted the central role of Jordan and its 
King as shown by the visits of James Baker and Douglas Hurd. In 
effect, they have come to realise that principled stands are the 
lasting factor in the political game. 

One is full of hope that the West would have learnt some 
lessons from the bitter experiences of the recent past, and would 
follow King Hussein's advice in showing far-sightedness and 
fairness when it comes to solving the central question in the 
Middle East, namely that oF Palestine. 

Jordan is blessed with its people and the wisdom its leaders and 
certainly this region, can definitely do with more wisdom of the 
like. 


Miss Lyl Harding 
Internationa] Hotel, 
Amman. 


Solve it! 


The following letter was sent to British Foreign Secretary Douglas 
Hurd during his visit to Amman last week. 


THE British abandoning in May 1948 of their Palestinr 
protectorate is a crime against the Palestinians who have been 1, 
helpless to defend themselves against a cruel and well prepar 
enemy. r r 

They have suffered since and continue. The British who sta 

b> and watch must practice amnesia skilfully to justify their da 
to fairness human values. J mcir w* 

The SsH ‘L":: f YO " i Y °“ sleep ben. 

catastrophe. ' ‘ " SOlvin S ,his Pal “ tini 


Jordan Watch Forum A.D.C. 
Palestinian Mothers in the Dia: 


P- 
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Bush 

(Continued from page 1) 

ness of breath and fatigue while 
jogging at Camp David, the pres- 
idential mountain retreat in near- 
by Maryland. 

LJoyd said tests to determine 
what had caused the problem 
were inconclusive and that “what 
triggered it, we won’t know.” 

Doctors kept Bush in hospital 
for a second night on Sunday, 
hoping that the drugs, digoxin 
and procainamide, would connect 
the irregular heart rhythm. 

Refugees 

(Continued from page 1 ) 

In the south of Iraq, United 
Nations peacekeepers are fully 
deployed on the Iraq-Kuwait bor- 
der and the last remaining Amer- 
ican troops in southern Iraq will 
withdraw Tuesday, officials said. 

“We will be fully operational 
today,” U.N. spokesman Majed 
Fayad said Monday in an inter- 
view at the SAS hotel in Kuwait 
Gty, which serves as headquar- 
ters for the peacekeeping mis- 
sion. 

Also, the U.S. army completed 
a nine days of airlifts that took 
8,211 Iraqi refugees from the 
border town of Safwan, Iraq, to a 
Saudi Arabian camp in Rafba, 
said Lt. Col. John Kalb. 

Kalb said 2,400 U.S. troops — 
the last American soldiers in 
southern Iraq — would withdraw 
Tuesday after they finished clean- 
ing up the camp they have oper- 
ated for almost two months. 

The refugees came to the camp 
when a rebellion by Shi’ites in 
southern Iraq was crushed by 
President Saddam Hussein’s 
army in the days following the 
end of the Gulf war. 

The withdrawing U.S. troops 
will move only a few kilometres 
south into northern Kuwait, 
where the 3rd armoured division 
is headquartered, Kalb said. 

In another development, the 
Iraqi government Monday said it 
has lifted censorship of the fore- 
ign press, imposed Jan. 17 as the 
first bombs fell on Baghdad at the 
start of the Golf war. 

“You are free to write whatev- 
er you please based on what you 
see and hear during your stay in 
Baghdad,” a ministry of informa- 
tion official said, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 

The only reason cited was that 
censorship was no longer neces- 
sary. Officials told foreign jour- 
nalists that they no longer need 
security clearance to :a He- 0 tbeir 
reports. 

But foreign journalists still will 
not be allowed to travel about 
Iraq freely without government 
escorts, and access to senior gov- 
ernment officials remains limited. 


Baker 


P- l .A 
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(Continued from page 1 ) 

Asked whether he had reason 
to be optimistic after his three 
previous trips failed to produce a 
breakthrough. Baker said: 

“I have reason ... to think that 
we should continue this effort, 
that it is worth continuing and 
that there is some chance we 
tnight be successful.” 

But he cautioned, as be has 
frequently before, that no outsid- 
er could impose Middle East 
peace which could only come if 
the parties to the conflict decided 
they wanted true reconciliation. 

Baker said he would keep 
trying in his mediation efforts as 
long as there was some chance of 
success. 

Meanwhile, Shevardnadze 
proposed Monday that worldwide 
sanctions be imposed against 
Middle Eastern countries that re- 
fuse to participate in direct peace 
talks. 

Launching his first speaking 
tour since quitting abruptly .4% 
months ago. Shevardnadze said 
the danger of Soviet dictatorship 
that he warned about when he 
resigned has abated somewhat. 
And he expressed a measure of 
optimism that a recent pact be- 
tween the leaders of nine Soviet, 
republics may help avert chaos or 
civil war. 

He called on the United States 
and other countries to extend 
bank credits and technical assist- 
ance to help avert economic and 
political catastrophe, which he 
said is likely if President Mikhail 
S. Gorbachev’s reforms fail. 

Addressing the 75th 
anniversary .celebration of the 
Brookings Institution; Sbevard- 
nadze said Seoetaiy Baker needs 
help in his campaign- to launch 
U.S.-led peace talks between 
Israel and its Arab neighbours. 

“Many have daisied places at 
the table but do little to get the 
talks started,”- Shevardnadze 
said. “There can be no justifies- 
tion for refusing to negotiate." 

“We could apply sanctions to 
any country that refuses to 
negotiate directly” with other 
parties to a dispute that is before • 
the U.N. Security Council, he 
suggested. He also proposed res- 
tricting arms shipments to the 

region to compel countries to end 

their arms race . .... 


Laboratories find genetic 
patterns of disease 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
-Researchers say they have 
found a way to more easily 
identify — and thereby treat 
— people at risk of a type of 
sudden cardiac death. 

Meanwhile, other scientists 
say their isolation of a gene 
Saw involved in bladder can- 
cer may lead to more effec- 
tive screening for that dis- 
ease. 

A study a Utah family has 
l ink e d the inherited tendency 
for sudden death from heart 
attack , known as the Long 
OT Syndrome, to two speci- 
fic gene markers “that can 
now be used to identify peo- 
ple at risk** according to a 
report published in the jour- 
nal Science. 

QT Syndrome has been 
difficult to detect with pre- 
vious methods. But once 
known , treatment is available 
to deter a sadden attack. 

A separate article in the 
same magazine said that at 
Johns Hopkins University in 
Baltimore, researchers have 
found that the mutation or 


absence of a gene called P53 
is one of the changes that can 
lead to bladder cancer. That 
discovery, too, may advance 
screening methods, a scientist 
said Thursday. 

In the Utah study, Mark 
Keating of the University of 
Utah Health Sciences Centre 
said that bis team studied the 
genetic pattern in the blood 
from members of a family 
that has reported sudden car- 
diac death in seven genera- 
tions over 140 years. 

He said the family mem- 
bers were known to inherit 
the tendency for Long OT 
Syndrome, a type of heart 
arrhythmia and named for 
'the pattern it creates in an 
electrocardiogram exam. 

Keating said people with 
Long QT Syndrome have 
fainting spells and many ex- 
perience sudden fatal heat 
attacks. Death comes when 
the heart goes into ventricu- 
lar fibrillation and cannot 
pump blood to the brain or 
other orgao. Without 
emergency aid, a patient can 


die within four minutes. 

People with the syndrome, 
however, have been difficult 
to identify because the elec- 
trocardiogram signs are so 
variable. 

“We've found genetic mar- 
kers that can now be used to 
identify people who are risk 
of sudden death from the QT 
Syndrome/' he said. 

QT Syndrome can be tre- 
ated successfully. Keating 
said. Researcher now are 
looking for the specific gene 
that causes the heart prob- 
lem. 

In the other gene study, 
researchers at Johns Hopkins 
examined 18 bladder tumours 
and found that 11 contained 
alterations in a gene called 
PS3. They also discovered 
that the mutated PS3 gene 
could be detected in the urine 
of bladder cancer patients. 

Mutated or missing P53 has 
been linked to cancers of the 
colon , lung, breast, liver and 
bone. 


He got in the way 
of somebody’s war. 
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Nine out of ten casualizes in 
modem warfare are civilians. 

The vast majority of its 
victims never wore a uniform 
or carried J gun. 

in the so-called “post-war" 
period since 1945, at least 
20 million people have died in 
over 100 conflicts. A further 
bO million have been wounded, 
imprisoned, separated from 
their families and forced to flee 
their homes or their countries. 

In over 30 armed conflicts, this 
human misery is happening now. 

Yet the Geneva Conventions 
- ratified by 164 states — lay 
down clejr rules that all victims 
of war living under the darkness 
of conflict must be respecied. 

They have the right to protec- 
tion from murder, torture, star- 
vation and being taken hostage. 

To focus attention on the 
plight of millions of civilians 
caught in the crossfire, the 
International Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Movement is 
launching a worldwide 
campaign to ensure that they 
get the protection and assist- 
ance to which they are entitled . 
under international law. 

No matter who. No matter 
where. No matter when. 

We call on governments and 
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The arms race or the human race? 


“FOR 50 years since 1939, our world has been preoccupied by 
war, by the fighting of war, by the preparing for war. by the 
paying for war. In all these forms war has distorted our 
economies, deflected our industries, dominated our research and 
development, and diverted the finest scientific minds of two 
generation.” In these words. UNICEF sums up “The State of the 
World’s Children 1990.” 

Another publication, sponsored by the U.N. Department for 
Disarmament Affairs and issued by the International organisation 
Soka Gakkai attempts to quantify the cost of the arms race: 

*One half- hour erf military spending by the developed countries 
cosa $36 million. This is enough to help 750.000 people in the 
Third World become self-sufficient in food production. 

☆One nuclear-powered submarine costs SI. 400 million. This is 
enough to fund a 5-year child immunisation programme 
against sis killer diseases, preventing one million deaths per 
year. 

☆One nuclear test explosion costs $12 million. This is enough to 
pay for 80,000 hand-pumps to supply safe drinking water to 
Third World villages, or 20 schools for refugee children. 

☆One twin-engined military helicopter costs SI 1.5 million. This 
is enough to provide insecticides to the households of eight 
million Africans suffering from insect-carried diseases. 

In the introduction, U.N. Secretary General P6rez de Cuellar, 
says: "It is now widely recognised that economic growth and 


social progress Together with a secure environment are insepar- 
ably linked to prospects for lasting peace/' 

Daisaku Ikeda, the President of Soka Gakkai, adds: “It is in the 
victory over the forces of violence and inhumanity that the 
nobility of the human spirit finds its proof." — Reprinted from 
the Magazine of International Red Cross and Red Crescent. 

International and internal armed conflicts 
per year 1945-1989 
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BACK TO AMMAN 


AMMAN -ROME 


NON STOP 

From May 4 th .1991 we come back to operate 
as per following schedules: 

Pep. Arr. 


AMMAN- ROME 
Sunday 

05.00 

0B.25 

ROME-AMMAN 

23.00 

04.00" 

Saturday 



*lolk)wing day 




Immediate connections to, 

Amsterdam . Barcelona .Copenhagen. Frankfurt, 
Geneva . London . Madrid. Moscow . N ice . Paris . 


Zurich . New Ybrk . Los Angeles . 
Boston from 15.5.91 

Toronto from i2 . 5 . 9i 
Chicago. Miami the following dav 



/llitalia 

4718 WEEKLY FLIGHTS. 103 DESTINATIONS IN THE WORLD. 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACKING. AIR FREK3H1 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAMAR&SONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 ^ 
P.O.BOX 7808 



/£■ 

f 4 Rent & Sale 

Many villas and apartments} 
are available tor rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur-j 
nished. 

Also many lots of land arel 
available for sale. 

[For further details, please 
1 call 

lAbdonn Real 


(Tel. 810605, 810609, 
Fax: 810520. 



The firsts best 
CiiiMse Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Code, Jaba) Amman, near 
Ahfyyah Girls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30~Midmgbt 

TeL€3B968 


Amman’s 
exclusive gift shop 

! Italian shoes, leather goods, 1 
perfumes, lighters, watches, 
pens, silverware, porcelain, 
crystal ware etc. 

Shmeisani - Grindfays Bank Bl 
Tel. 669 457 

' CHEWS v 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 

_ 4-unch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and laste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight > 


STUDIO HAIG 

\ 

Professional Quality m 

1 Hour Services 

Develop your colour film at 

our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
stem 30% huger 

• Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. GrindJays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh (el: 823891 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALLSOHA 

AT 


OQ£jOQ 


Saudi Real Estate 

687821/22 



m 


FOR RENT 


DGUKE h SUPOt DELUXE 

APARTMENTS. VILLAS 
& SEMI VILLAS 
GET THE BEST AT 

JAMAL SEAL ESTATE 

JUST CALL 

835859 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-&30 pm 
7.30 -Tl .30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd cirele 


The fc#ency Palace Hold 

PRESS 

CENTER 

Facilities 

Jt 


The First Class Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every 
room...! 


IIAKOTEL 

|U2<|I|I= 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.0 : Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTLJO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


T 


CROWN 
INT'L EST. 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage . 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 


Aqw« 8 an ouar lha world 

Tel: 684000, Foe 

The 2805 BESUCO JO 
P.O. Bn B28487 
AMMAN 


nr\ 


St^ak House 

FOR THE BEST AMERICAN 
STEAKS IN TORN 

T-BONE SERLOIN 
FILLET 

& MANY 

MANY KINDS OF STEAKS 

Mecca Street- Jaber Center 
Tel; 829064 -829065 
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Swede finally realises dream of 
lifting world table tennis crown 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, MAY 7,19*1 


CHIBA, Japan (R) — Swede 
JOrgen Persson realised his dream 
of becoming World Table Tennis 
Champion Monday when he 
overwhelmed Jan-Ove Waldner 
in the men's singles final. 

Persson, 25. avenging his de- 
feat by Waldner in the last cham- 
pionship final in 19S9, needed 
only 32 minutes to beat his team 
mate and arch-rival 21-19 21-18 
21-18 with some sparkling, fore- 
hand smashes. 

.‘T feel terrific, I could not feel 
better." said Persson, the sixth 
seed. 

*T did not think I would get 
another chance to win the title. I 
■told myself to play my own game 
— I was very relaxed from the 
beginning. 

“My tactics were to play as 
many forehands as possible to put 


him under pressure. The most 

important reason for my win, . 
through, was that his serves were 
not as good as usual." 

Waldner, who had beaten Pers- 
son in their past six meetings, said 
his poor form in tbe first game, 
put him under immediate press- 
ure. 

"1 had a bad start and was 
losing 1-9. 1 just could ottt get 
into it after that although I tried 
bard to concentrate,” said world 
number one Waldner. 

“F have said a good year win- 
ning three tournaments so I do 
not feel too bad. Today Persson 
was better that me — when you 
play good yon have the gods with 
you." 

Waldner 'only showed flashes 
of his true- form and amazingly 
only led ' twice in the anti- 



Graf beats Seles In German Open 

HAMBURG (AP) — Steffi Graf completed a rain-delayed 
victory over top-ranked Monica Seles in the final of the Women’s 
German Open Tennis Tournament Monday to win her second 
title of the year. Graf, who wasted two match before the final v&s 
halted by rain Sunday with her leading 2-1 in the third art, 
prevailed in the third set when it was resumed Monday and won 
7-5. 6-7 (4-7), 6-3. Seles suffered her second defeat by Graf since 
replacing Graf at the top of the world standings in March. Graf 
also beat Seles for the title at the San Antonio tournament in 
March. Graf held the top spot for a record 186 .weeks before she 
was dislodged by the 17-year-old Florida-based Yugoslav. But she 
is 2-0 against Seles since then. 

Agassi makes confident start on clay 

ATLANTA, Georgia (R) — Andre Agassi completed a success- 
ful warm-up for the European clay court season when be won an 
eight-player exhibition event with a 7-6 6-1 victory in thei final 
over fellow American David Wheaton Sunday. Agassi collected 
SXOOlS"- for winning this event for the third successive year and 
chalked up some valuable match experience on clay. “This was 
• r - *»jv *-~s; t;nn': . period. I felt great about the way I was 
t v !>■* \ e*- 1 . the cumber forr. whowiU next play at 

v.;.— i 7 * - j-i '1 

Rent? erg captures 1st title in Tampa 

TAMPA. Florida (R) — American Richey Reneberg captured his 
first career professional title Sunday when he beat Czechoslovak 
Peter Korda 4-6 6-4 6-2 in the final of the $250,000 Clay Courts of 
Tampa Tennis Tournament. It was the second career final for 
both players and each was seeking his first title. But the top-seeded 
Reneberg made the most of his opportunities while Korda 
squandered numerous chances. 

Arrese wins Madrid tennis final 

MADRID (R) — Spain's 26-year-old Jordi Arrese won his tfrb$ 
professional tennis title Sunday when he beat Urguayan Marcefb 
Filippini 6-2 6-4 in the final of the Madrid International A TP 
Toumafcent. The seventh-seed Arrese’s powerful forehand arid 
tight backhand more than compensated for the tactical skills of 
the fifth-seeded Uruguayan on the clay court. Arrese last month 
spoiled the attempted comeback of former world number one 
Bjorn Borg when he beat the Swede in the Qrst round of the 
Monte Carlo Open. In Sunday’s second set. Arrese moved up to 
the net and beat back the 23-year-old Filippini with confident 
volleys. 

U.S. downs Uruguay in soccer 

DENVER (AP) — Score one for Bora MBiutinovic and score 
another one for Denver. In his first appearance as coach of the 
United States soccer team, the Yugoslavian-born Milutmovic 
guided the Americans to a 1-0 victory over Uruguay before ja 
crowd of 35,772 at Mile High Stadium Sunday . Peter Ventfes 
outsmarted a Uruguayan offeides trap and soared off a free kick 
cross by Chris Henderson in the 26th minute for tfte game's lobe' 
goal. The U.S. combatted Uruguay's 15-5 shooting advantage 
with a balanced team attack and goalkeeping by the game's most 
valuable player, Tony Meola. Meola made seven saves and caitit 
off his line to kick away a breakaway by Uruguay’s Victor Lopdfc 
in the 33rd minute fo preserve the victory. 
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TOMMY TAMES GENEVA 


Both vulnerable. North deals 
NORTH 

* A 4 

" js: 

:■ A 7 6 2 

* A 853 

WEST EAST 

* 10 * J752 

T A K o ■< : 10 9 a 

v 8 3 •: 10 9 5 4 


* KQ 9 6 4 2 * J 7 
SOUTH 

* K Q 9 8 6 3 
. r 7 6 3 

v K Q J 

* 10 

The bidding: 

North East Sooth West 

1 * Pass 1 * Pass 

1 NT Pass 4 * Pass 

Pass Pass 


Opening lead: King of 7 1 
Trump Coup Tommy happened 
to be traveling in Europe during the 
time or the World Bridge Olympiad 
in Geneva, Switzerland, so he 
thought he might as well drop in for 
a few sessions of the side game. As 
our readers are aware. Tommy was 
a rather ordinary player who bad 
the amazing knack of playing like a 
master when trumps broke badly, 
but undistinguishedly at other 
times. Although he was no match 
for the internationalists, he earned 


bragging rights on this hand for & 
fellow members back at the duf . 

Tommy sat .South and soon 
found himself in a four-spade con- 
tract. North's one-dub opening bid 
had kept a vulnerable West out of 
the bidding. The defenders started 
with three rounds of hearts, tfiodf 
West shifted to the king of clubs. 
Tommy took the ace, and had he 
routinely tried the ace and king of 
spades next, the contract would 
have been defeated— East would 
have had to score a trump, trick. 

In this type of situation, though. 
Tommy never made a mistake. First 
he ruffed a dub, then came the king 
of spades from hand and a spade to 
the ace. Had both defenders fol- 
lowed. Tommy would have returned 
to hand with a diamond to draw the - 
last trump and daim the game. Bfct 
when West discarded a efub on ttie 
second spade,- Tommy’s careful 
preparation paid a huge dividend. 

A club was ruffed in the closed 
hand, foUowfed by three rounds of 
diamonds.. ending in dummy. East 
was now down to J 7 in trumps, and 
Tommy was poised to strike with Q 
9. When a minor-suit card was 1*6 
from the table. East was couped ouF~ 
of a irumptrick, and Tommy’s my*r 
tique remained intact. \ 


climactic final. 

• It was the first meeting be- 
tween the same two players in 
consecutive finals since the 1960s. 

“We talked about two Swedes 
meeting in the final two years ago 
and said it was impossible for it to 
happen again," said Persson. 

“Last time we practised 
together before the final. This 
time we had lunch together but 
practised with different part- 
ners.” 

Sweden won three gold medals 
at Che championships adding the 
singles crown to their earlier vic- 
tories in the men's team and 
men's doubles event. 

Earlier China took their tally to 
three golds when Chen Zihe and 
Gao Jnn. the sixth seeds, defe- 
ated defending champions 
Qiao Horlg and” Deng Yaping to 


take the women's doubles crown. 
The Chinese also won the 
women's singles and mixed dou- 
bles titles. 

Chen and Gao combined well 
to surprise the top seed 22-20 
20-22 21-18 21-17. 

The only gold medal to go 
outside China or Sweden was the 
historic first win in the women's 
team event for the unified Ko- 
rean team. 

International Olympic Com- 
mitee (IOC) President Juan 
Antonio Samaranch, visiting the 
championships Monday, said, 
“it's very good to have the unified 
Korean team taking part in the 
World Championships here. We 
also hope a Korean unified team 
will compete in the World Youth 
Soccer Championships in Portug- 
al in June.” 



Late goals keep Bayern 
in Bundesliga title race 


Sergei Bubka 

Bubka breaks pole vault 
world record for 10th time 


HAMBURG, Germany (R) — 
Goals m the last three minutes by 
German World Cup stars Olaf 
Tbon and Stefan Reuter gave 
Bayern Munich a spectacular 3-2 
away win over Hamburg to keep 
alive their Bundesliga title hopes. 

With the borne side leading 
2-1, midfielder Thon fired a spec- 
tacular 30-metre shot into the lop 
right tend comer in the 87th 
minute before defender Reuter 
latched onto a header from Man- 
fttod Binder in the last minute to 
secure two vital points. 

With six games remaining, the 
victory lifted Bayem into second 
place in the table, four points 
behind leaders Kaiserslautern in 
one of the most exciting finishes 
in the German first division for 
years. 

Werder Bremen, the 1988 
champions. He third level on 
pom's with the Bavari.ins ~f*:er 
dropping a point in j l-i draw at 
home to Bayer Leverkusen Satur- 
day. 

Bayern, the reigning cham- 
pions. and Hamburg were level 
on points before the clash, both 


knowing that defeat would have 
virtually ended their title 
chances. 

Reuter, who is leaving the club 
for Juventus next season, steered 
the Bavarians ahead in the ninth 
minute after the diminutive Thon 
put him clear with a neat pass 
through the centre of the Ham- 
burg defence. 

But the home side battled back 
on a pitch dampened by persis- 
tent rain. 

Brazilian striker Nando hit a 
well-earned equaliser on the half 
hour. Polish striker Jari Furtok 
seemed to have sealed the issue in 
the 7Sth minute when he hooked 
the ball home after Bayern 'keep- 
er Raimond Aumann failed to 
hold on a corner. 

But Bayem never gave up 
although coach Jupp Heynckes 
admitted afterwards that his team 
were !oc)y win. 

"I hope this victory has created 
new hope in the team that they 
can defend the title.” he said.- 
"Whatever happens we are going 
to be in the race for the title right 
until the end.” 


SHIZUOKA, Japan (R) — 
Sergei Bubka of the Soviet Union 
broke the world pole vault record 
for the 10th time Monday when 
he cleared 6.07 metres at an 

international athletics meeting. 

The 30-year-old Ukranian, 
who set the previous outdoor 
mark of 6.06 metres in Nice, 
France, three years ago, set the 
record with his second attempt. 

Bubka has already broken the 
world indoor record four times 
this year, taking the mark to 6.12 
metres in Grenoble, France, on 
March 23. 

Bubka made his vault at the 


Toto International Super Athle- 
tics meet at the Kusanagi Stadium 
in Shizuoka, 150 kilometres 
southwest of Tokyo. ) 

Meanwhile Scppo Raty of Fin- 
land set a men's javelin world 
record of 91.98 metres at tbe 
athletics meeting, beating the 
previous best mark, by exactly a 
metre. 

The 29-year-old world cham- 
pion erased the previous mark of 
90.98 metres set on July 20 last 
year by Briton Steve Backkry. 

Raty set ttis record in tbe third 
round after indifferent opening 
efforts of 77.68 and 77.36 metres; 


Italian Tennis Open 
envisions ‘dream final’ 


Barcelona extends league 
lead as Atletico flops 


MADRID (R) — Barcelona ex- 
tended their Spanish Soccer 
League lead to nine points when 
second-placed Atletico Madrid 
flopped at home. 

Atletico's .hopes ail ended 
when they were held to a goalless 
draw by bottom club Cadiz, who 
put up a solid wall of defence to 
win their ever point at the 
Vicente Calderon Stadium. 

Barcelona had a 2-1 home win 
over Real Zaragoza and, with 
just five matches left, they are 
virtually home and dry. 

Defending champions Real 
Madrid won a yellow^card battle 
over Tenerife 1-0 thanks to a goal 
by midfielder Michel Gonzalez 


Mutt*n’Jeff 


from a penalty in the 33rd mi- 
'nute. 

The referee handed out nine 
bookings, including one each for 
Real's Yugoslav coach Radomir 
Antic and Tenerife’s Argentine 
coach Jorge Solari for protesting 
at his decisions. 

The win maintained Real’s re- 
co very, leaving them fourth on 
goal difference and moving them . 
a step closer to a place in next 
season's EFA Cup. 

Barcelona outclassed 17th- 
placed Zaragoza, who seemed 
intimidated by their rivals. 

Winger Juan Goikoetxea be- 
gan the move which led to the 
first goal in the 23rd minute. 


ROME ^AP) — It's only begin- 
ning. yet the talk of the Italian 
open is a “dream final." 

That would be ;» match pitting 
the two holiest players < i n the 
women’s tennis- tour, defending 
champion and top seed Monica 
Seles and no. 2 seed Gabriela 
Sabarini, winner of the Italian 
title in 198S and 1989. 

The $500,000 women's event is 
followed a week later by the 
SI .2-million men's tournament. 

Seles was locked in a rain- 
delayed German Open final with 
Steffi Graf in Hamburg, but it 
didn’t affect play in this event 
since the top seven seeds all drew 
byes. 

Opening-day matches involv- 
ing seeds included no. 9 Nathalie 
Tauzait of France against quali- 
fier Rene Alter of Canada; no. 11 
Sandra Cecchini of Italy against 
Karine Quentrec of France; Mer- 
cedez Paz. no. 14, against fellow- 
Argentinian Bettina Fulco, 
another qualifier; and Magdalena 
Maleeva of Bulgaria, no. 15, 
against Julie Halard of France. 

The clay court classic, a major 
test before the French Open, 
drew its best field in years. Bui- 
Graf, ranked no. 2 in -the world, 
did not enter. 

The 54-player draw also in- 
cludes Martina Navratilova. Mar- 


ry Joe Fernandez, Conchita Mar- 
tinez. Manuela Malecva- 
Fragniere and Jennifer Capriati, 
the 15-year-old American still 
booking for her first big title. 

Sabatini, a crowd favourite, 
has been here for days, practicing 
on indoor heated courts outside 
of Rome provided by the Italian 
Tennis Federation. 

Chilly winds and rain disrupted 
the qualifying matches and have 
made the red clay even slower 
than usual. Little improvement is 
forecast for the next few days. 

Since gaining extra confidence 
with her victory in the 1990 U.S. 
Open, her first Grand Slam title, 
Sabatini has been streaking. The 
Argentine is 29-2 in match play 
for the year, winning four of six 
tournaments. 

Seles, too, has been nearly' 
unstoppable in a streak that saw 
her dethrone Graf as the top- 
ranked woman. 

The Yugoslav went into tbe 
German Open 25-2 for the year. 
Her record includes an Austra- 
lian Open title and two other 
tournament victories. 

Seles showed her clay court 
prowess at the Foro Italic© last 
year when she trounced Navrati- 
lova in the final 6-1, 6-1. Tbe 14 
games made it the shortest 
women's final in the history of the 
tournament. 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY MAY 7,1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carrot! Righter Foundation 
GENERAL TENDENCIES: This - about see you follow laws and ndes 


is one of those rare days when most scrupulously fo make your attain 

everything should sail' along like a more secure. 

breeze for there is a benign feeling r jrma - 73 m October 

ux tbe air thatmdiraies that othcra of pressures 

wamto get drags done and please ^ to ynmcU to i£ you do 

°™ ez5 - ! you miss a big chancel, to advance 

ARIES:: (March 21 to April 19) • quickly in harmony with an active 
Your odtside duties and new pro- ally. 

jeets seem to be divided ao that in SCORPIO: (October 23 to Noywa- 

the morning be sure to arrange ^ 21) A good friend mcerferu 

eveythfog carefully, then tonight if ^qu.fet with some obJiga- 


wffl be fine. 

TAURUS: (Apifi 20 to May 20) 
Make sure that you do handle with 
care tha( private anxiety this morn- 
ing but. foe evening brings you 
wonderful' help from an experi- 
enced pioneer. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to Jane 21) 
Mattersat your own borne can be 
tense early so add no fed to the 
binning dnben of discard but later 
you can join friends and have a 
great nme. 

MOCKS CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) -This is your moniiiig to get 
our and stop fussing about person- 
al anxieties, dam the evening finds' 
you are able to contact a bigwig for 
help. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) There 
are a number financial problems'* 
that need careful attention early 
but later you find you can get off to 

new sites with interesting friends. 

VIRGO: (August 22-fo September 
22) Tins is your time to make sure 
you have the fortitude to let those 


tion you. ha veto perform so keep 
working, and tonight finds you with 
new inspiration. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Whatever you have 
in mmd *tbat means annoying or 
getting in dutch with a bigwig, 

. forget it this morning then later all 
things work out. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Whatever you would* 
like! to do that brings you Dl wifi 
from any quarter be sure to avoid 
but ' later the evening is best for 
family relations. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Get rid of that longtime 
obligation, that annoys you this 
morning, then the evening is your 
time to get off with brilliant affics 
on bobbies. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Take good care in the morning 
to do nothing to interfere with your 
reputation, then later you find that 
you can have more of this world's 
goods. < 



“The first two chapters of my diet 
book taught me how to five on 
300 calories a day. I ate the 
last three chapters.” 




TH« SCRAMBLej WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square; to form 
four otdkiay worts. 



POLLUTION fAAY BE 
PE FINE P AS THE 
CONTAMINATION 
OF NATURE 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sub- 
Bested by the above cartoon. 


-taw. 

I (Answers tomorrow) 

. | Jumbles: VENOM WAGER STRONG HOPPER 


Ye. ecday'a 


Answer Many a man drinks in order to target - - 
WHEN TO STOP 


THE Daily Crossword by James E. Hinish Jr. 


ACROSS 
1 Laughter 
5 Successes 
9 Abides ' 


15 Draft status 

16 Gottbar 

17 COIorfuf actress 
20 Montana motto 


22 Hundred-Collar 
bffl 

23 -Godfathar- 


25 CdJorfuJ 
poMnan 

3t Saa birds 

32 Olympian 

33 

34 Fashion 

35 Harsh cough 

37 Trasses 

36 " — was going 
to..." 

39 Enter 

40 Beauty 

41 Colorful TV 
senes 

45 Mineral vein 

46 Daughter at 
Eurytus 

47 Gotten — 
Awards ■ 

49 "War w — I" 


S3 Colorful 
novelist . 

56 Fido's friend 

57 Proficient 

58 Biblical word 

59 Chasm 

60 Diving bird 

61 Garfield’s 
greeting 


1 SL Nick’s cry 

2 State 

3 Idol 

4 Branch 

5 Good 
cheer 

6 Diamond 
dl vision 

7 Abound 


«■ .■■■■■ 


!■■■ ana 


C 1991 Tnouna M*Sa Effwcas. me 
wnffuRanmo 


B Droop 

9 Separates chatt 
from wheat 

10 Cat or goal 

11 plenty..." 

12 Decorative 


13 Norm: abOr. 
16 Construction 
pieces 

19 Froze 

23 Indian 

24 "Sacra — I” 

25 Impudent 

26 Ms Dickinson 

27 Pure air 

20 "And — . a 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved: 


nnn oannm nn^rrn 
nnn nramnn annnn 
gnm nnnnnnnnnnn 
ggunrane nmnaran 
drodh nrana 
^nnannni nnnrann 
nunu n nnn nnrnnn 
anran anranm nnnn 
PJgngH nnnn nnnn 
nmnnon nnnnmi 
rararara noRinn 
nmnonran 
finn 

ngninni rannnn nnn 
nnonn unnign fifir 


29 Vices 

30 Steak 
order 

31 Part of QED 

35 Weather word 

36 Fair 
feature 

37 Present 
39 Peanuts 


40 Debts 

42 Boxing's 
Gotten — 

43 Alloy 

44 Writer Harry 

47 Mass 

48 Roman historian 

49 Vagram 


50 Ckmber 

51 ’Tell — 
Judge’’ 

52 Dog 

53 “A man 
mouse? 

54 "l got a 

55 Silent 
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. in its continuous drive to improve coverage of its economic 
and financial news and analysis, the Jordan Times, in 
cooperation with Cairo Amman Bank , begins today a new 
daily service which expands on the financial activities in the 
local and international markets . The Jordan Times hopes 
, that this section , which wiU appear daily except Sundays, 
would be of benefit to the readers whom we encourage to 
suggest any further improvement for the future . 


Financial Markets 

Jordan Times 

in co-operation with 

Cairo Amman Bank 


Currency 

«-,3/5/9r 

eu-tope 
d*ic 6/5/9; 

Sterling Pound 0 

7 .6935 

1-7030 

Deutsche Mark 

1 J 7 4 9 5 

1-7 310 

Swiss Franc 

7 ^4765 

7 -4680 

French Franc 

5-9780 

5-3850 

Japanese Yen 

738.85 

738.25 

European Camay Unit 

7 -7 745 

1-7830 


Emptam Opens & MB ul GMT 


Eurocurrency Interest Kates 


***,-.4/5/91 


Currency 

1 MTH 

2 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

U.S. Dollar 

5.87 

5.93 

6..06 

6.50 

Sterling Pound 

7 7 .68 

11.50 

11.50 

7 7.00 

Deutsche Mark 

8.87 

9.00 

9.12 

9.18 

Swiss Franc 

8.37 

8.31 

8.25 

7.93 

French Franc 

9.06 

9.06 

9.06 

9. 18 

Japanese Yen 

8.00 

7.75 

7.62 

7.37 

European Currency Unit 

9.54 

9.46 

9.46 

9.44 


lourtnb bid rain for inwmm s cMcctHnR UJ». Mbn l.OMjeoOor equrmfent. 


Prcdons Mccab 


Date; 


Metal 

USD/Ox 

JD/Gm* 

Metal 

USIVOz 

JO/Gro 

Gold 

354.74 

6.71 

Silver 

3.97 

.087 


* 21 Km 

Central Bank of Jordan Esdonge Kata Bulletin 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer • 

U*S. Dollar 

.680- 

.684 

Sterling Pound 

7. 7606 

. 1.1676 

Deutsche Mark ' 

.3921 

.3945 

Swiss Franc 

.4643 

.4671 

French Franc 

.1158 

HQI 

Japanese Yen 4 

.4975 

.4944 

Dutch Guilder 

.3481 

. 5502 

Swedish Krona 

.1100 

.1/07 

Italian Lira*' 

Mtstja 

1§IEZ£mH 

Belgian Franc 

...07899. 

. V 0 7970 


• id jo \< 

Other C wr en d M Tl 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer j 

Bahraini Dinar 

7.7500 

KK77TM' 

Lebanese Lira* 

.074 

.076 

Saadi Riyal . 

•;!S00 

■ .1820 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

- 

- 

Qatari Riyal 

. 7835 

.1840 

Egyptian Pound 

. 7900 

.2050 

Omanr Riyal 

7.7500 ' 

7.7700 

UAE Dirham 

. 7830 

. 7840 

Greek Drachma* . 

msm i 

.365 

Cypriot Pound 

1.4200 

1.4400 


CAB bdicM for Amaoa Fi nancial Market 4 


Index 

4/5/97 ck»e 

S/S/91. Close 

All-Share 

114.23 

114.60 

ix'uuj'.wa 

110.77 

111.39 


110.06 

770.37 


118.76 

7 78.78 

1 ii, li.- iBWi 

124.01 

723.95 


Ptcwibtr JL tSDt - IBB 


WANTED TO BUY 

| wish to purchase a truck of 3 tonne capacity, with a double cub. 
New or used (not more than 4 years), duty paid or unpaid.. 

Please contact CaMn at Umar Hotel teL 682188, Room 208. 
On Tues. from 64 jun. 


Australia demands 

payment before selling 
wheat to Baghdad 


SYDNEY (R) — Australia, a 
major supplier of wheat to Iraq 
before the Gulf war, said Monday 
it had opened talks with Baghdad 
on resuming sales but wanted 
outstanding debts resolved before 
agreements could be readied. 

An Australian negotiating 
team had met with Iraqi officials 
in Amman but the talks ended 
Sunday without agreement, a 
spokesman for the Australian 
Wheat Board (AWB) said. 

The spokesman denied a 
Jordanian newspaper report that 
a one million tonne sale had been 
settled. 

“It is stilt fox too early to talk 
about contracts and supply," the 
AWB spokesman said. 

Payments of 600 million dollars 
($470 million) from Iraq were 
suspended when '• Australia 
stopped wheat shipments at the 
outbreak of the Gulf war. 

There was a desire on both 
sides to do business, but “at the 
moment there is the question of 
capacity to pay," the AWB’s 
Middle East marketing manager, 
Charles Stott, said Monday in an 
Australian Broadcasting Com- 
mission interview from Amman. 

“The Iraqis really need some 
assets unfrozen to buy foodstuffs 
that are desperately needed in the 
country or they need to be able to 
start e xp o r t in g ofl again to gener- 
ate income so they can boy 
foodstuffs," Stott said. 

Australia would not violate the 
United Nations trade embargo on 
Iraq by selling wheat, but would 
have to notify die U.N. sanctions 
committee that wheat was being 
shipped to meet humanitarian 
‘needs, AWB officials said. 

' Australia had hoped to ship 1.8 
million tonnes of wheat to Iraq in 
the 1990-91 financial year ending 


June 30 after sales of 1.4 million 
tonnes in 1989-90. 

Before its invasion of Kuwait 
last August, Iraq had imported 
about 3.5 million tonnes of grain 
a year. 

Much of Iraq's foreign trade 
remains paralysed under the Un- 
ited Nations embargo and a shor- 
tage of foreign exchange. 

Iraq earlier said it has signed 
agreements to import Australian 
wheat and Thai rice after the 
easing of U.N. sanctions. 

The Iraqi News Agency quoted 
Trade Minister Mohanimad 
Mehdi Saleh as saying Sunday 
that the agreements would allow 
Iraq to buy one million tonnes of 
wheat and 200,000 tonnes of rice. 

Saleh, back in Baghdad after a 
visit to Jordan, said the deals 
were struck in Amman with the 
AWB and a delegation represent- 
ing Thai companies. 

“The cost of these amounts of 
wheat and rice would be paid 
from the frozen funds which Traq 
has asked the Security Council to 
release," INA quoted the minis- 
ter as saying. 

The U.N. Security Council's 
sanctions committee has autho- 
rised the unfreezing of Iraqi funds 
to enable it to pay for essential 
imports. 

Saleh told the Jordanian daily 
Sawt A1 Sha’ab the wheat would 
be shipped by way of Jordan's 
Red Sea port city of Aqaba. 

“The amount that I have dis- 
cussed in Amman with the presi- 
dent of the AWB has internation- 
al approval," Saleh said, * referr- 
ing to the easing of the U.N. 
trade embargo. 

Saleh said Iraq was seeking 
other sources of grain supplies 
but gave no details. 


Kremlin signs over 
coalfields to Russia 


MOSCOW (R) — The Kremlin 
signed over control of the big 
Siberian coal mines to the Rus- 
sian Federation Monday, paving 
die way for an end to the nine- 
week miners strike. Russian Pres- 
ident Boris Yeltsin told parlia- 
ment. 

He said the deal, which ,tae 
championed 1 as ptfrt of his running 
battle with the central govern- 
ment, was signed by Soviet Depu- 
ty Prime Minister Vitaly 
Dognzhiyev. 

Mffitant miners in the Siberian 
Kuzbass,., whose original de- 
mands included greater economic 
autonomy and the resignation of 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, have said they would 
return to work if the deal were 
signed by the Kremlin. 

A spokesman for the regional 
strike committee in Kuzbass, the 
biggest Soviet coalfield, said 
strikers would meet Tuesday to 


debate the transfer, which in- 
cludes greater autonomy. 

It also allows mines to retain 
most hard currency from coal 
exports for investment and min- 
ers’ benefits. 

Russia’s strike-hit coalfields 
have emerged as a critical battleg- 
round between Yeltsin — De- 
manding greater republican con- 
trol of valuable resources — and 
his arch-rival Gorbachev. 

The transfer, worked oui by 
the populist Russian leader and 
miners in the Kuzbass last week, 
would also break the grip of the 
Soviet coal ministry as part of a 
decentralisation backed by Yelt- 
sin and tiie democratic opposition 
movement. 

Yeltsin signed a resolution 
approving the plan before a May 
Day crowd in the Kuzbass mining, 
city of Novokuznetsk but final 
approval lay with the Kremlin. 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO — The Tokyo market was dosed until Tuesday for 
national holidays. The Nikkei index fell 11.14 points Thursday to 
26,477.86. 

SYDNEY — Foreign buying of leading stocks boosted the market 
with the AH Ordinaries Index dosing up 4.6 points to 1522.4. 

FRANKFURT — German shares ended lower in quiet trade as 
more negative factors emerged to depress the market. The Dax 
Index dosed 7.85 points lower at 1,628.99. 

ZURICH — Shares dosed easier but off lows after the blue-chip 
Index recovered from a brief dip below chart support at 1,650 
points. The SPI Index fell 2.7 points to 1,079.7. The SMI lost 6.9 
points to 1,657.3. 

PARIS — Share prices ended slightly lower in lethargic trading, 
doe to the absence of traders taking a holiday. The C AC-40 fell 
3-5 points, or 0.19 per cent, to 1,828.77 points. 

LONDON — Th e market was dosed for a bank holiday. On 
Friday, the FTSE Index lost eight points to 2,522.7. 

NEW YORK — U.S. blue chips recovered losses in mid-morning 
as investors stepped in to buy on the market’s early weakness. 
The Dow was unchanged at about 2989. 
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Israel to ask U.S. for $10b 
loan guarantees in Septembe 


r 


NEW YORK (R) — Israel's U.S. 
ambassador said Sunday his 
country would soon request S10 
billion ift loan guarantees from 
Washington for an influx of 
Soviet Jewish immigrants and 
urged its closest ally not Link the 
aid to concessions for peace. 

Saying the world owed Israet 
and the Jewish people “a debt to 
normalise Jewish history. Amba- 
ssador Zalman Shoval said any 

Ambassador Zalman Shoval said 
failure to absorb the new immig- 
rants could “spell disaster for the 
future of the Jewish people." 

In a speech to the American 
Jewish Committee. Shoval said 
Israel needed about S4U billion to 
supply housing, jobs and other 
needs for an estimated one mil- 
lion immigrants over the next five 
years. 


About half that amount could 
be supplied by Israel and Jews 
abroad, bur the remainder had to 
come from the international com- 
munity, he said. 

“We are going to ask the Un- 
ited States government and Con- 
gress and we're going to do that 
very soon, in September, for 
additional immigrant absorption 
guarantees of up to an amount of 
about $10 billion over the next 
five years — S2 billion every 
year," Shoval said. 

Israel received $400 million in 
loan guarantees from Washington 
in March and agreed not to make 
any more requests until Septem- 
ber as part of a deal in which it 
also got $650 million in special aid 
to compensate it for the economic 
costs of the Gulf war. 

Shoval said once the United 
States agreed to grant Israel the 


loan guarantees, the Zionist state 
hoped Europe and Japan would 
follow suit with additional assist- 
ance. 

“We are going to approach the 
American government. We can 
only hope and pray that the atti- 
tude of those whom we are going 
to approach with our request will 
be a humanitarian one and that 
this will not be linked with politic- 
al considerations of the mo- 
ment,” he said. 

Shoval said the loan guarantees 
should not be seen as “a tool to 
bring Israel to accept certain con- 
cessions in the peace-making pro- 
cess," but as a major humanita- 
rian effort and an attempt “to 
correct past wrongs to the Jewish 
people." 

Hawkish Israeli Housing 
Minister Ariel Sharon Thursday 


accused Washington of trying to 
force the Zionist state to “trade 
land for Jews" by suggesting it 
would withhold the guarantees 
for the absorption of the new 
immigrants. 

Shoval denied Washington was 
already using the assistance as 
leverage to force Israel to make 
concessions for peace or that 
Baker was laying the blame on 
Israel for the deadlock in his 
latest Middle East peace efforts. 

The U.S. ambassador to Israel, 
William Brown. Friday criticised 
Israel's settlement and economic 
policies, and warned the Zionist 
state it was not assured of billions 
of dollars in aid to absorb the new 
immigrants. 

Israel receives more U.S. aid 
— S3 billion a year — than any 
other country. 


Egyptt® introduce single 
exchange rate next year, 
lift price controls by *94 


CAIRO fR) — The Egyptian 
government said Sunday it would 
remove price controls within 
three yean and introduce a single 
exchange rate by February next 
year. 

Prime Minister Atef Sedki. 
quoted in the Monday edition of 
the semi-official newspaper Al 
Ahnun, said the state would lift 
price controls for goods and ser- 
vices gradually and then leave 
them “to the forces of the market 
without any interferenc.” 

The aovemment announced 
steep price rises two days ago and 
the new measures, as they oome 
into force, are expected to keep 
prices rising. 

But Sedki said that foodstuffs, 
especially basic ones which affect 
low-income earners, would be 


exempt. 

He also said the government 
aimed to cut its budget deficit to 
3.5 per cent from 9.5 over the 
coining three years. 

The new angle exchange rate, 
expected to be the free-floating 
rare, would be in place by Feb. 27 
next year. 

Earlier this year the govern- 
ment floated the Egyptian pound 
in line with economic reforms 
prescribed by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). 

The pound rapidly fell to 
around 3.32 pounds to tbe dollar 
from about 2.9 and the govern- 
ment then introduced an official 
rate of 3.19 pounds to finance* 
vital iipports. 

Egypt imports more than 60 
per joint of its food and most of its 


56 million people depend on 
state-subsidised goods. 

In a May 1 speech. President 
Hosni Mubarak said the govern- 
ment has been using most of its 
foreign currency earnings from 
the Suez Canal and tourism, a 
combined total of over S3 billion 
a year, to subsidise food imports. 

The price rises Friday covered 
petrol, cooking fuel and other 
energy products. They were epa it 
of an attempt to cut the budget 
deficit and win fresh credits and 
debt relief from Egypt’s Western 
allies. 

Tbe country has a foreign debt 
of about 235 billion and a budget 
deficit estimated at up to $4.5 
billion for the fiscal year ending 
June 30. 

Egypt and the IMF have been 



Atef Sedki 

locked in tough negotiations for 
the past three years, with Cairo 
insisting on a gradual introduc- 
tion of a market economy. 

It argues that introducing re- 
forms as fast as the IMF has 
proposed could lead to social 
unrest similar to the bread riots of 
1977. The government was then 
forced to back down on rises in 
tire price of bread. 


German engineers 
rise of 6.7 per 


FRANKFURT (R) — The 
powerful engineering union IG 
Metal! Sunday agreed a 6.7 per 
cent pay rise for 700,000 workers 
in southern Germany which it 
described as a benchmark for 
more than three million other 
members in western Germany. 

Employers said the rise ex- 
ceeded their goals, and they 
warned that job losses and price 
increases could result. 

The agreement followed wide- 
spread token strikes in the past 
week. More than 200,000 western 
German workers staged wildcat 
walkouts last Tuesday to support 
their claim for a 10 per cent rise 
after rejection of a management 
offer of four per cent. 

Wage agreements for western 
German engineers will noi direct- 
ly affect wages in what used to be 
East Germany until next April 
when they are due to reach 71 per 
cent of wesrem levels. Current 
plans call for eastern wages to 
attain full western levels by 1994. 

Negotiators for IG Metall and 
the employers* association VMJ 
said the 6.7 per cent pay rise 
agreed Sunday for the 700,000 
workers in the northern part of 
Baden- Wuerttem berg state was 
accompanied by benefits which 
made it worth seven per cent. 


These included a minimum pay 
rise of 110 marks ($64) a month 
for apprentices and pay scale 
adjustments which would give 
lowest paid qualified workers 
more than 12 per cent. 

"We are less than satisfied with 
this agreement," VMI chief nego- 
tiator Dieter Hundt told repor- 
ters. “We are concerned that it 
will cause difficulties for many 
companies and could lead to job 
losses. But we bad no alterna- 
tive." 

. "The agreement will have an 
unfavourable impact on inflation 
and will mean slower investment 
activity,” he said. 

Hundt said pay deals m the 
public sector and in construction 
had paved tbe way for the en- 
gineering agreement. 

In March, public sector em- 
ployees agreed a six per cent pay 
rise. This was accompanied by 
benefits which made the real cost 
much higher. Construction work- 
ers achieved a basic seven per 
cent settlement last month. 

"It was a condition of this 
agreement that the total package 
of a seven per cent rise be estab- 
lished for other western German 
(states),'' Hundt said. Tbe rise . 
takes effect June 1. 

IG Metall holds separate pay 


negotiations in each west German 
state. Employer and employee 
officials at national level were 
also present at Sunday's key 
negotiations. 

Walter Riester, IG Metall 
manager in northern Baden- 
Wuerttemberg, said: “(The set- 
tlement) is a hard-wrought com- 
promise reached without (full) 
industrial action, which is justifi- 
able and workable." 

But German economists 
tended to support the employers’ 
view that the 6.7 per cent en- 
gineers’ settlement was too high 
when compared with current in- 
flation of under three per cent 
and a forecast rise in productivity 
of around two per cent in 1991. 

“High settlements in other 
areas bad already awakened fears 


of a settlement of this size," said 
Peter Pietsch, economist at Com- 
merzbank. “I l is well beyond the 
level which would melt into the 
economic landscape without any 
risk to price stability." 

"It means the Bundesbank 
(central bank) is going to stick to 
its tight monetary policy." 
Pietsch said. Other industrial sec- 
tois would also be likely to use 
the 6.7 per cent agreement as a 
benchmark, he added. 

VMI negotiator Hundt also ex- 
pressed concent that higher wage 
costs in the west might restrict 
investment in eastern Germany in 
particular. “Lower investment is 
likely to have an unfavourable 
impact on progress in the east," 
Hundt said. 


KANSAS CITY', Missouri ( R| — 
The outlook for International 
Business Machines Corp (IBM) re-) 
mains uncertain this year because of 
the few signs of economic recovery, 
particularly in the United States, 
IBM Chairman John Akers has 
said. 

“We have seen no evidence yet 
to indicate any improvement in 
the near term, and consequently 
the year remains uncertain," he 
told shareholders at the computer 
giant's annual meeting. “While 
we’d like to believe economic 
recovery is just around tbe comer, 
we'll have to wait and see." 

IBM posted first-quarter pro- 
fits of S532 million, or 93 cents a 
share,, compared with $1.04 bil- 
lion, or $1.81 a share, a year ago. 

IBM had warned investors that 
its first-quarter profits would be 
only about half of last year’s. 

Akers said he does not expect 
business to pick up until the 
economy does. “We’re going to 
have to see an upturn in the 
economy to see an uptake in our 
business.” he said. 

Customers have deferred 
purchases during the recession. 


this year 

meaning there will be pent-up 
demand in 1992 and beyond when 
Che economy improves, he noted. 

In reviewing the company's 
highlights of the last year, Akers 
cited “good” reviews for IBM’s 
sysiem/390 line, which includes 
mainframe computers. Shipping 
began in the third quarter of 
1990. 

The chairman also noted 
strength in minicomputer pro- 
ducts. saying that revenues rose 
more than 25 per cent. 

By the end of 1991. IBM will 
have reduced its staff by about 
50,000 from its peak of 406,000 
employees in 1985, he said. 

Last month IBM said it would 
cur more than 14,000 jobs this 
year. 

Also at the meeting, sharehol- 
ders defeated a proposal for IBM 
to cut all business ties with South 
Africa until apartheid ends. Ab- 
out 16 per cent of the company's 
shares were voted for the propos- 
al, compared with more than 17 
per cent last year. 

South African business repre- 
sents less than one-half of one per 
cent of all IBM revenues, which 
totalled $69 billion in 1990. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE KATES 


Monday, May 6, 1991 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Deutscbemark 
Swiss franc 
French franc 


Buy 

680.0 

ScB 

684.0 

Japanese yen (for 100) 

491.5 

494.4 

1160.6 

! 167.fi 

DuKIt guilder 

348.1 

350.2 

392.1 

394.5 

Swedish crown 

110.0 

110.7 

464.3 

467.1 

Italian lira (tor 100) 

52.9 

S3. 2 

115.8 

116.5 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

189.9 

191.0 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

2 bedrooms, beautiful garden, located near Goothe 
Institute No. 18, Jabal Amman, 4th Circle. 

Please call 641055 or 687851 


FOR RESIST 

Furnished Apartseaemts 

A) Two bedrooms — living, dining, kitchen and bath. 

B) Three bedrooms. Tiving. sitting, dining, kitchen & two baths. 
Centra) heating and telephones. 

Location:A- Jabal Amman bet. 3rd & 4lh Circles 
B- Shmeteani near Birds Garden. 

Owner — Tel. 687862 — 642351 


Welcomes you daily at: 

(*) 

Peking Physical Fitness Centre 

^WW\A/\AAAAAAA7mATv] 

Chinese treatment, massage and beauty sauna, body 
building, aerobic for ladies, coffes shop, coach for men 
and women. 

For more information please call tell “655992”. 
Amman — Jabal Al Webdeh near AE Webdeh Park. 
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Gorbachev 
not to write off perestroika 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev, 
apparently concerned at his sink- 
ing image abroad, has warned the 
West not to write off his peres- 
troika reforms and raised the 
spectre of a new cold war if 
cooperation ends. 

TTie Soviet leader cited what he 
described as a “special rela- 
tionship" with the United States 
and reaffirmed support for regu- 
lar superpower summit meetings. 

“It is very important for the 
foreign public and, primarily, for 
the mass media to understand 
correctly what is happening and 
not to make hasty conclusions 
about a ‘change in course' from 
any new step by the soviet lead- 
ership," he said in remarks pub- 
lished by the Soviet News Agency 
(TASS) Monday. 

“It is hard to predict how many 
surprises life will spring on us... 
but the general political line has 
not changed," Gorbachev said 
Sunday after meeting media ex- 
ecutive Rupert Murdoch at the 
Kremlin. 

Gorbachev has been bitterly 
attacked at home for adopting a 
new hardline course and siding 
with the army, KGB and other 
conservative elements to try to 
stem political and economic 
chaos unleashed by his earlier, 
tentative reforms. 

Those criticisms have a iso sur- 
faced abroad, tempering the en- 
thusiasm many Western govern- 
ments once felt for the Soviet 
leader. 

TASS quoted Gorbachev as 
telling Murdoch he had detected 
signs — including unnamed poli- 
tical and economic decisions — 
that showed Washington was 
“readjusting its altitude" toward 


the Soviet Union. 

“One needs to think constantly 
about the special value of rela- 
tions between two such states and 
to refrain from putting them to 
unnecessary tests, let alone at 
such a critical time. 

“If what has been gained at the 
end of the previous (U.S.) admi- 
nistration and under President 
George Bush is undermined, the 
world will again plunge into cold 
war or ‘semi-cold war’.” Gor- 
bachev said. 

The Soviet leader built up a 
huge store of political credit with 
the West for helping to end the 
cold war, but there are increasing 
signs the balance sheet is now 
tipping against him as his country 
faces daunting political and eco- 
nomic problems. 

His ground-breaking state visit 
to Japan last month was marred 
by failure of the two sides to 
reach a compromise on their 
long-standing territorial dispute 
after Gorbachev told his hosts he 
was too weak politically to make 
concessions. 

Gorbachev also offered some 
conciliatory words for the United 
States and repeated a call for 
regular summits. 

“If Washington is still con- 
vinced that the scheduled meet- 
ing of the two presidents is 
needed not only by the USSR but 
also by the United States, then 
we should advance towards it 
calmly and steadily.” he said. 

TASS said Gorbachev reaf- 
firmed “his high appraisal of 
Bush's position on agreements 
they had (alreadyl reached." 

Both sides have agreed to hold 
a summit sometime in the first 
half of 1991, but attempts to set a 
firm date have been hamstrung 
fav U.S. and NATO charges that 


Moscow is not fulfilling the terms 
of an earlier arms agreement. 

Gorbachev, beset with domes- 
tic woes, appears to have again 
postponed plans to pick up his 
Nobel Peace Prize, a spokesman 
said Monday. 

Gorbachev originally was sche- 
duled to travel to Oslo, Norway, 
for the ceremony in December, 
but asked the Nobel Committee 
to postpone it until May 10 be- 
cause of domestic tension. 

“No preparation have been 
made, so it doesn't look like he is 
going on the 10th Gorbachev's 
deputy spokesman, Sergei Gri- 
goriev, said Monday. 

Gorbachev may try to pick up 
the prize on May 19th, ‘‘or it may 
be postponed tilt the summer,” 
Grigoriev said. 

The uncertainty over the tim- 
ing of the trip reflected the dis- 
array throughout Gorbachev’s 
government. 

Gorbachev's handling of his 
domestic problems might not sit 
well with the com mi nee that 
awarded him the peace prize last 
October. 

Soviet troops reportedly are 
being sent to the troubled 
Armenian-Azerbaijani border re- 
gion, where hundreds have died 
in ethnic fighting over the past 
three years. 

The Baltics' quest for inde- 
pendence coi.tinues to dog the 
'Soviet leader. Twenty-two people 
were killed in January when the 
military moved against the 
separatist governments' of 
Lithuania and Latvia. 

Although Gorbachev denied 
advance knowledge of the attacks, 
his failure to condemn the vio- 
lence was criticised both in the 
Baltic republics and in the West. 


Burmese Muslims ready 
to join rebei alliance 


BANGKOK (R) — Two Muslim 
groups said Monday they were 
ready to join forces with a Bur- 
mese rebel alliance in response to 
what they say is a campaign of 
repression by the Rangoon milit- 
ary government. 

Thousands of Muslims have 
fled their villages to neighbouring. 
India, Bangladesh and Thailand 
in recent months, the All-Burma 
Muslim Union (ABMU) and the 
Arakan Rohingya Islamic Front 
(ARIF) said in a joint statement. 

Government troops have 
forced Muslims to work on a 
section of the Trans-Continental 
Asian Highway being built with 
World Bank fends, it said. 

“(The government) objective is 
to subjugate and absorb the in- 
digenous races, to stamp out 
Islam and to establish militarism 
in the country," the statement 
said. 

"The Muslims of Burma ... 
have been made targets of geno- 
cide, oppression and repression.’' 

Muslims account for about 20 


per cent of Burma's mostly 
Buddhist population of 40 mil- 
lion. 

The two groups said they 
wanted “to fight the military 
shoulder to shoulder" with the' 
Democratic Alliance of Burma. 

They would be the first Mus- 
lims to join the alliance, which 
links an array of ethnic guerrilla 
groups, students and dissidents 
opposed to a military government 
ranked among the world's most 
ruthless. 

The alliance shelters a shadow 
government of opposition politi- 
cians but has been kept bottled 
up in camps along the border with 
Thailand by the army. 

Rangoon-based diplomats, 
reached by telephone from Bang- 
kok, said they had not heard of 
either Muslim group previously. 

Little love was lost between the 
Buddhists and the Muslims, they 
said. They had not heard that the 
situation had deteriorated not- 
ably in recent months, they said. 


Underworld killers murder 
eight in Italy drug war 

TAURIANOVA, Italy (AP) — 

Underworld killers locked in a 
savage drug war murdered eight 
people in three days and laughed 
as they butchered one before 
dozens of terrified witnesses, 
police said. 

Police said most if not all of the 
killings Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday were ordered by two 
crime families fighting to control 
a drug trade worth hundreds of 
millions of dollars a year in the 
toe of the Italian boot. 

The gunmen worked savagely 
and sometimes gleefully, killing 
with a barbarism that police said 
was intended to send a message 
to the living. 

One victim was beheaded by 
laughing gunmen who held the 
severed head aloft before about 
30 horrified witnesses and then 
repeatedly tossed it in the air for 
target practice. 

Another victim of what police 
call “black Friday" in Taurianova 
was killed by 19 blasts from 
sawed-off shotguns that left the 
body difficult to identify. 

Investigators believe the dead 
in Taurianova and three others 
killed Saturday night in a bar in 
nearby Laureana di Borrello 
were victims of the war between 
the Zagari-Avignone- Viola and 
the Asciutto-La Ficara-Alampi 
crime families. 

The two families are fighting ro 
replace the late Mimmo Giovi- 
nazzo, who was killed in March of 
1990, as the boss of bosses in the 
‘Ndrangheta, the name of the 
underworld In Calabria. 

So far this year, 105 people 
have been killed in Calabria. 74 
of them in and around Reggio di 
Calabria, a city of abdut 90.000 

and the capital of the southern 
province that has had Italy's high- 
est murder rate for 30 years. 

To mo Tucci, a University of 
Calabria sociology professor who 


has studied Italian murder for 30 
years, said killings are increasing 
at an alarming rate. 

He said since I960 the murder 
rate has risen from an annual 
average of 2.9 to 15.2 people for 
every 100,000 in the population. 
He told the newspaper H Message 
gero that in some areas around 
Reggio di Calabria there are 32 
and in nearby Gioia Tauro 51 for 
every 100,000. 

Tucci said that is four to six 
times higher than the average 
murder rate in the United States 
and significantly exceeds the 17.1 
per 100.000 recorded in New 
York and New Jersey during high 
crime years. 

Government crime statistics 
show Taurianova. a town of ab- 
out 12.000. has one of the largest 
concentrations of underworld 
gang members. 

A recent report issued by In- 
terior Minister Vincenzo Scotti 
said there are no less than 20 
‘Ndrangheta clans in Taurianova 
with more than 400 members. 

Two of them killed delicatessen 
owner Giuseppe Grimaldi. 54. 
and his brother Giovanni, 59, on 
"black Friday." 

■ Giuseppe saw his two masked 
killers approaching with sawed -of 
shotguns. He grabbed a large 
knife and tried, with his brother, 
to flee into the streets. 

Both were shot down as they 
ran. The killers stood over the 
bodies and fired another shot into 
each man '5 chest. One gunman 
used the large knife to severe 
Giuseppe's head. 

Police said the killings were 
intended as a message for 
Giuseppe's 21-year-old son Vin- 
cenzo, imprisoned for drug traf- 
ficking and racketeering. 

The killings began Thursday 
when a reputed boss was shot six 
times with a shotgun as he got a 
shave at a local barbershop. 


Hun Sen 

proposes 

foreign 

ceasefire 

observers 

BANGKOK (R) — Cambodian 
Prime Minister Hun Sen has 
proposed that neutral foreign 
observers monitor the ceasefire 
between his government's forces 
and the Khmer Rouge-led guer- 
rillas alliance. 

Cambodian News Agency 
(SPK) said Hun Sen had written 
to U.N. Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar and Indonesian 
and French peace brokers saying 
the presence of observers accept- 
able to both sides would in- 
crease confidence and pave the 
wav for a formal ceasefire under 
U.N. control. 

The report was seen in Bang- 
kok Monday. 

In a separate report, SPK 
quoted Hun Sen as telling visiting 
U.S. Senator John Kerry that 
Phnom Penh was willing to allow 
any groups or individuals into 
Cambodia to verify there were no 
more Vietnamese troops in the 
country. 

The guerrillas have charged 
that up to 50,000 Vietnamese 
soldiers are still in Cambodia 
despite their official with- drawal 
in September, 1989. 

The ceasefire, the first in 12 
years of warfare, came into effect 
bn May 1 with both sides accusing 
the other of immediately violat- 
ing it. 

But Thai military officers were 
optimistic Monday that the truce 
would hold despite a continuing 
war of words between phnom 
penh and the guerrilla factions. 

The 700 kilometres border be- 
tween Thailand and Cambodia, 
where the sounds of gunfire have 
been heard for many years, has 
been quiet since May 2. soldiers 
said. 

The ceasefire is intended to 
create an atmosphere of coopera- 
tion before more peace talks be- 
tween the warring factions, ex- 
pected to be held in Indonesia 
next month. 

The peace talk, originally ex- 
pected this month, would be the 
precursor to an international con- 
ference in Paris to try to persuade 
the Cambodians to end their war 
and allow the United Nations to 
run the country until elections 
can be held. 

“Pailin is under the control of 
the Khmer Rouge and the sound 
of gunfire has ceased since last 
week," Vice-Admiral Preeda 
Kanchanarat, commander of a 
Marine task force stationed oppo- 
site that gen-mining centre, told 
Reuters by telephone. 

He had heard a report that 
sporadic exchanges of gunfire 
might have taken place near 
Treng, 20 kilometres east of 
Pailin. He did not regard that as 
significant, he said. 

He «aid 2,000 Khmer Rouge 
guerrillas who fled heavy fighting 
two weeks ago were still inside 
Thailand. 



Nikolai Ryzhkov 

Ryzhkov 
to stand 
against 
Yeltsin 
in elections 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Former 
Soviet Prime Minister Nikolai 
Ryzhkov wilt stand against Boris 
Yeltsin in the election for the 
Russian presidency on June 12, 
tbe daily Izvestia said. 

“Nikolai Ryzhkov (told an 
Izvestia correspondent) that he 
would put his name forward for 
the post of Russian president," 
the newspaper said. 

Ryzhkov, 61. said last week he 
had been approached by repre- 
sentatives of workers and public 
organisations seeking to nomin- 
ate him. 

But Ryzhkov, who retired in 
January after a heart attack the 
previous month, seems unlikely 
to be a real threat to Yeltsin, now 
bead of the republic's parliament 
and by for tbe most popular 
political figure in the giant repub- 
lic. 

“Before making his decision, 
Ryzhkov underwent a medical 
check and is convinced his health 
has been completely restored,” 
Izvestia said. 

The June 12 poll will be the 
first time in Soviet history that 
the president of the Russian Fed- 
eration is elected by (Greet popu- 
lar vote and the winner will get 
the strongest political power base 
in the country. 

Both Yeltsin and Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev were 
elected to their current posts by 
the Russian and Soviet upper 
parliaments re spectively. 

Regarded as a moderate for- 
mer in the early years, of Gor- 
bachev’s perestroika programme, 
Ryzhkov, a former factory direc- 
tor, later opposed radical econo- 
mic changes and turned to con- 
servatives and the military for 
support. 

Other nominees for fee post 
include former Interior Minister 
Vadim Bakatin, who now sits on 
Gorbachev's powerful Security 
Council, hardline Communist 
Professor Alexei Sergeyev and 
three leaders of tiny political par- 
ties. 

In a separate development, a 
former official of the Soviet KGB 
was named Sunday as acting chief 
of the Russian Republic's new 
security police, according to news 
reports. 

Maj. Gen. Viktor Ivanenko 
was appointed to the post by the 
Presidium of tbe Russian Parlia- 
ment, the TASS and Interfax 
News Agencies reported. 

Hours earlier Yeitsiu and 
national KGB chief Vladimir 
Kryuchkov signed an agreement 
forming a joint commission to 
create the Russian version of the 
Soviet secret police. 

The Soviet KGB, known offi- 
cially as the Committee for State 
Security, has hundreds of 
thousands of employees by West- 
ern estimates and is known for its 
espionage activities as well as its 
suppression of domestic dissent 
through widespread surveillance. 


Armenians, Azeris fight with 
tanks heavy machineguns 


MOSCOW (R) — Armenians 
and Azeris are fighting with tanks 
and heavy machineguns in the 
southern Soviet Union, the main 
Communist Party daily Pravda 
said Monday. 

“Armenia and Azerbaijan are 
only a step away from inter- 
republican war ... war is already 
being waged — tanks and heavy 
machineguns are firing. There are , 
dead, wounded and prisoners,” it 
said. 

“Urgent and decisive measures 
are required ... every day and 
every hour of delay means not 
only new casualties, but unpre- 
dictable, possibly tragic, consequ- 
ences." 

In an emergency debate Mon- 
day, Armenian Deputy Nyuton 
Grigoryan told the Soviet Parlia- 
ment that 37 people had been 
killed in the past week and sever- 
al seriously wounded in fighting 
around the disputed territory of 

Nagorno-Karabakh . 

Hundreds have been killed in 
the last three years in the conflict 
over Nagorno-Karabakh, an en- 
clave in Azerbaijan populated by 
Armenians and claimed by both 


republics. 

A Soviet parliamentary com- 
mittee was due to report to de- 
puties on the latest violent flare- 
up, which followed Soviet and 
Azerbaijani Interior Ministry op- 
erations against Armenian- 
populated villages in Azerbaijan. 

Grigoryan said Soviet and 
Azerbaijani forces, with tanks 
and heavy artillery, were con- 
ducting an unprecedented action 
with die aim of forcibly deporting 
Armenians from villages in Azer- 
baijan. 

Hardline Soviet Interior Minis- 
ter Boris Pugo made clear that 
the Kremlin backed tbe Azerbai- 
jani view that the troops were 
rounding up illegal aimed groups 
in tbe villages of Getasben and 

Martun ashen. 

Pugo told parliament 30 Arme- 
nians and Azeris had been killed 
in the recent violence. He denied 
Armenian charges that Moscow 
was helping Azerbaijan deport 
Armenians, saying hundreds of 
people were being evacuated 
voluntarily. 

Large quantities of arms and 
plans for guerrilla attacks were 
found in Getasben and Martn- 


nasheo, just north of Nagorno- 
Karabakh, Pugo said. 

“Armed groups coining from 
Armenia have been detained 
more than once in these settle- 
ments,” be said. 

Pravda also denied that Soviet 
Interior Ministry troops were in- 
volved in punitive operations 
against Armenians. “Thu is a 
deliberate lie aimed at discredit- 
ing the boys in uniform,” it said. 

It said Soviet forces were car- 
rying put their duty by disarming 
illegal armed groups. “More than 
100 firearms, 7,000 rounds of 
ammunition and about half a 
tome of explosives have been 
seized in the region since April 
15.” 

Russian Federation Commun- 
ist Party leader Ivan Polozkov 
told the conservative daily 
Sovietskaya Rossiya that the con- 
flict resulted from “extremist ac- 
tions by nationalist aides.” 

The independent Interfax 
News Agency said shooting was 
taking place day and night around 
Nagorno-Karabakh and along the 
border between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan. 


Soldier dies in new Yugoslav violence 


BELGRADE (R) — A Yugoslav 
soldier was killed by gunfire 
Monday during an anti-army pro- 
test by 30,000 people in the Croa- 
tian port city of Split, Tanjug 
News Agency said. 

The protest followed bloody 
dashes last week between Serbs 
and Croats, Yugoslavia's biggest 
ethnic groups, in which 17 people 
were killed. The state presidency 
has ordered the army to prevent 
more clashes in the Republic of 
Croatia. 

Tanjug said the protesters sur- 
rounded a naval base in Split to 
protest against roads being block- 
ed in parts of Croatia because of 
the unrest and attacked two army 
transporters. It did not say how 
the soldier died. 


Entrances to tbe industrial city 
on the Adriatic coast were block- 
ed, the agency added. It was not 
dear whether the clashes had 
ended. 

Violence also erupted in east- 
ern Croatia overnight. Shooting 
broke out and exploaons wreck- 
ed buildings in tbe ' towns of 
Vnkovar, Sibenik and Borovo 
but no casualties were reported. 

Serbs and Croats, traditional 
rivals, erected new barricades 
and armed civilians took to die 
streets, sealing off many villages 
and towns and increasing food 
shortages, Tanjug said. 

Tanks and armoured vehicles 
patrolled troublespots after die 
state presidency Sunday ordered 
the army to prevent new clashes 


following gun battles between 
Serbs and Croatian police Thurs- 
day. 

Tbe presidency said Yugoslavia 
was on the brink of civil war. 

“Urgent measures must be 
taken to calm the situation in this 
area because any farther delay 
would lead to a worse situation 
and even greater consequences, 
threatening many lives and state 
property,” Vulcovar town author- 
ities said. 

‘ Police in Vukovar said explo- 
sions had wrecked a boose and a 
cafe in the nearby town of Boro- 
vo. Tanjug said armed civilians 
prevented many workers from 
entering the Borovo Robber and 
Footwear Factory Monday. 


S. African weekend death toll hits 52 


JOHANNESBURG. South Afri- 
ca (AP) — Police said Monday at 
least 52 people had been killed in 
fighting in black townships in 
some of the bloodiest clashes in 
months between the African 
National Congress (ANC) and 
the rival Inkatha Party. 

A police statement issued 
Monday said at least 29 people 
were killed in political violence 
during tiie past 24 hours — most 
of them in black townships 
around Johannesburg. The death 
count raised the toll for the 
weekend to at least 52 dead with 
scores injured, police said. 

The ANC, meanwhile, re- 
jected suggestion that Nelson 
Mandela and other ANC leaders 
might join the cabinet to end a 
mounting political crisis between 
the government and the blade 
opposition group. 


ANC spokesman Saki Macozo- 
ma said the group was not willing 
to serve under President F.W. De 
Klerk and wanted a transitional 
government. Newspaper reports 
said De Klerk might offer Man- 
dela and others cabinet posts. 

The ANC has threatened to 
suspend talks with tbe govern- 
ment ou sharing power if De 
Klerk does not meet its demands 
to end violence in black 
townships by Thursday. 

Tbe demands include dismis- 
sing the ministers of police and 
defence and disbanding security 
units accused of helping to in- 
flame the unrest. De Klerk has 
rejected the demands, but said he 
is frying to find a compromise. 

The political crisis deepened witli 
bikatfaa leader Mangosutbu 
Buthelezi's threat to boycott a 
proposed peace conference be- 
cause of what Buthelezi called 


police collusion with the ANC 

De Klerk ha$ A a multi-party 
conference for May 24-25 on the 
violence, which mostly involves 
ANC and Inkatha’s Zulu suppor- 
ters. The ANC has said it will 
boycott the conference, and 
Buthelezi initially said he -would 
attend. 

Another Inkatfaa official, Musa 
Myeni, told reporters Sunday 
that Inkatha would send 100,000 
armed members into Soweto if 
the ANC faffed to halt dashes in 
the township outside Johannes- 
burg. South African press reports 
said other Inkatha officials 
claimed they would field 250,000 
armed members. 

“Despite police ' using every 
resource at their disposal to pro- 
tect people, they cannot cope 
with a systematic approach to 
destabilise the country,” said 
Myeni. 


Kaifu ends five-nation tour of Asia 


MANILA (R) — Japanese Prime 
Minister Toshilri Kaifu ended 
Monday a five-nation tour of 
South East Asia during which be 
raised Tokyo’s diplomatic profile 
in the region and strongly backed 
the U.S. military presence in 
Asia. 

“There have been almost in 
unison, expressions of hope for a 
more active Japanese role in the 
region," Japanese spokesman 
Sadaaki Numata said at the end 
of the tour. 

Kaife and his wife, Sachiyo. 
were given a warm farewell by 
Philippine President Corazon 
Aquino after their three-day visit 


to Manila. 

In talks Sunday, Kaife urged 
the 58-year-old President to rake 
the lead in pushing through poss- 
ibly painful reforms of the Philip- 
pine economy. 

While backing moves to res- 
tructure the Philippines' S29 bil- 
lion overseas debt, he bluntly told 
Aquino that Japan could not 
support any Poland-style debt 
write-off. Japan is Manila's 
largest aid donor, pledging SI. 5 
billion to the Philippines for this 
year. 

Throughout his 10-day trip, 
which also took him to Malaysia, 
Brunei, Thailand and Singapore, 
Kaifu stressed Tokyo's regret for 


the suffering caused by Japan in 
World War II and vowed his 
country would never again be- 
come a military power. 

He did not expUctly discuss foe 
deadlocked negotiations between 
foe United States and the Philip- 
pines on American military bases 
in foe country, but emphasised 
that a U.S. military presence was 
essential for Asian security. 

He ended his trip on an opti- 
mistic note. 

In a speech Sunday afternoon 
after receiving an honorary de- 
gree from Manila's De La Salle 
University, he said foe end of foe 
cold war could herald a new era 
of hope in Internationa] relations. 


Puerto Rico to push for expanded powers 


SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (R) — 
Puerto Rico may have lost a key 
battle in the U.S. Congress this 
spring but its governor has not 
quit his fight for greater inde- 
pendence from the United States. 

A blueprint aimed at gaining 
more powers under tbe unique 
Commonwealth status of the 
U.S. Caribbean territory is being 
drawn up by Governor Rafael 
Hernandez Colon and members 
of his party. It will be issued early 
this week. 

Puerto Rico's relationship with 
foe United Stales has been at the 
centre of foe 3,000-square-mile 
(7.700-square-kilometre) island's 
politics for decades. Its three 
political parties are sharply di- 
vided over Puerto Rico's status — 
whether it should be a state, a 
Commonwealth or independent. 

The drive for Puerto Rico’s 
independence has spawned one 
of the United States's few violent 
extremist movements, although it 
had been greatly weakened by 


federal and Commonwealth sur- 
veillance in recent years. 

The proposed changes in Puer- 
to Rico's Commonwealth status, 
which would require approval by 
the U.S. Congress, will likely 
include seeking authority to reg- 
ulate its own tariffs, shipping 
rates and air routes, Hernandez 
Colon told Reuters in an inter- 
view. 

“I would like to see Puerto 
Rico have greater self- 
government while it has a greater 
and deeper union with the United 
States," said Hernandez Colon, 
whose office looks out over Span- 
ish colonial fortress wails. 

“The Commonwealth arrange- 
ment suits us well, but an ex- 
panded Commonwealth would 
suit us even better," Hernandez 
Colon added. 

Puerto Rico was ceded to the 
United States after the Spanish- 
American War in 1898. Its resi- 
dents are U.S. citizens but cannot 
vote for president or have a vot- 


ing representative in Congress. 
They pay no federal income 
taxes. 

Political analysts suggest foe 
expansion of powers might prop- 
ose designating Puerto Rico as an 
independent state that freely 
associates with tbe United States. 
That status would preserve U.S. 
citizenship for residents but give 
the island greater control over its 
affairs. 

Hernandez Colon refused to 
say what action he would take 
after the proposals are 
announced, except to say they 
would be discussed at a meeting 
of his Popular Democratic Party 
in June. 

Ricardo Alegria, director of 
the Centre For Advanced Studies 
of Puerto Rico and the Carib- 
bean. said be expected Hernan- 
dez Colon to push Washington 
for changes before tbe next- Puer- 
to Rican elections in November - 
1992. 

Alegria said that if Hernandez . 


did not move to have changes 
made quickly, the elections may 
become a referendum on an 
altered relationship with the Un- 
ited States. U.S. President 
George Bush favours statehood 
for the island. 

In March, Congress balked at 
legislation that' would have 
allowed the island of 3.2 mffjion 
people to hold a plebiscite and 
choose among statehood, inde- 
pendence or expanded Common- 
wealth powers. 

Residents have been sharply 
split between statehood and 
broader Commonwealth powers. 
Only about six per cent favour 
independence, according to opin- 
ion polls. 

Puerto Ricans believe part of 
the reason the plebiscite bill died 
in Washington was congressional 
.anger over a new, controversial 
Puerto Rican law requiring gov- 
ernment business and le ga l con- 
tracts to be conducted in Spanish. 



Carnegie Hall 
celebrates iOOtfi 
birthday 

■NEW - YORK (R) — New York’s 
premier concert hall celebrated 
its 100th birthday with a once-m- 
. a-tffetinse night of concerts that 
drew many of the greatest names 
in gfagreal music to the baflthey 
love best “If ever there was a 
building that had a soul — .this is' 
.it,” said wffmist Isaac Stem as he * 
summed up what Carnegie Hall 
roeantto him and to thousands of 
ottjer musicians who either made 
their debuts there or knew they 
had Achieved. st a rdom when they 
appeared there. Stern was: foe 
man who led the campaign in foe ■ 
late 1950s to save the hall from 
being demolished to make way ' 
for a s ky sc rape r. A who's who of 
classical music paraded across foe 
stage from 17-year-old viofimst 
Midori to 63-year-old cellist 
Mstislav Rostropovich, all' sup- 
ported by 106 members .of foe 
New York PhflharaMiric for two 
back-to-back conc ert s that recal- 
led many of the hall’s great mo- 
ments. The air was jich with 
music by Beethoven, Tchadtevs- . 
ky, Wagner, Mozart and that 
most American of composers, 
Aaron Copland. The evening was 
televised across tbe United States 
and beamed to Europe, Japan 
and tbe Soviet Union by a team 
of c a mer am en we aring t u xedo s 
for the occasion.' 

Gunmen steal 250 kg 
of gold ingots In 
shoot-out in Italy 

FLORENCE, Italy (R) — Gun-, 
men stole gold ingots worth about 
S3 unffion from an ar mou red van 
after a dawn shoot-out in which a 
security guard was wounded. 
Police said four masked men 
ambushed the security van on a 
motorway near foe small town of 
Barbermo Di Mnggello, north of 
Florence. The gunmen opened 
fire on the -goads who shot back. 
The gang fled with foe 250 kg 
(550 pounds) of ingots after 
wounding one of. tbit guards, 
police said. 

Snake on statue?* 
neck portends storm 
for.tfiais 

BANGKOK (R) — A foor- 
metre-kmg (13-foot) python that 
wrapped itself around the neck of 
a statue of a beloved admiral has 
choked off the optimi s m of the 
people of a southern Thai pro- 
vince stiff recovering from a de- 
vastating 1989 typhoon. Hun- 
dreds of people in Chumphon 
rushed to see the snake on the 
statue of Admiral Krommalnang 
Chumphon Keth U-Domsak, foe 
founder of die Royal Thai Navy, 
foe mass-circulation Thai Rath 
newspaper reported Sunday. 
Many local residents felt that 
foe unusual phenomenon was a 
particularly grim omen for the 
province,” the Thaj-language 
paper said. Typhoon Gay killed 
more than 500 people mi land and 
many hundreds of fishermen 
from south Thailand werelost at 
sea. A snake wrapped itself 
around the neck of another statue 
of the admiral, a sort of patron 
saint for local fishermen, just 
before Gay strode, residents said. 
Police were investigating how foe 
snake climbed onto the life-size 
statue. They said a p re limin ary 
check indicated it slithered thane 
itself. 

Bulgarians cheer 
princess at 
soccer match 

SOFIA (R) — Fifteen thousand 
Bulgarians cheered the sister of ' 
ex-king Simeon, Princess Maria- 
Louiza, when- she attended a soc- 
cer match in Sofia Sunday. The 
princess, 58, is the first member 
of the exiled royal family to visit 
their homeland since they went 
into exile 45 years ago. “I like to. 
watch football because my sons 
are great soccer fans," the prin- 
cess, who now lives in -New 
Jersey, told Bulgarian television- 
before the match between Levski 
Spartak and CSKA. The princess 
anived in Sofia Friday for a 
week-long private visit to the' 
country she left with Simeon 
when he was only six years old, 
after abolition of the monarchy 
was approved by a Communist- 
promoted referendum. A c row d 
of about 50,000, some chan ting 
“we want Simeon, we want opr 
-king” was waiting to greet her in 
tiie city centre. The princess was 
ac ««»panied to foe soccer match 
by Konstantin Trenchev, right- 
wing leader of the independent 
trade “h*? 11 P odkrepa, which sup- 
ports return of the monarchy. 

king, who lives in 
Madrid, said last month that res- 
toration would be the best way to 
“vitalise tbe country after four 
*ca«s of Communist rule. 





